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General Articles 


SOME SKIN DISEASES IN THE DOG 
AND CAT* 


F. H. STAINTON, F.R.c.v.S. 
KENSINGTON, W. 


I feel somewhat apologetic in that this paper 
covers much old ground and is lacking in any- 
thing very original. However, I think you will 
agree that a lengthy and detailed dissertation 
on this particular subject might easily become 
wearisome and non-productive, whereas a brief 
survey of some every-day cases may be more 
useful in provoking general discussion and 
consequent gleaning of original ideas from each 
other. That is my excuse for the following 
unorthodox and rambling remarks, 
~ At the outset, it appears to me that there is 
a lack of definition and precise diagnosis of 
skin diseases—more especially as regards the 
non-parasitic, Classification, whether on a 
clinical or pathological basis, has always offered 
some difficulty and, in consequence, it is not 
always easy to formulate a definite diagnosis on 
the spot. The different aspects of the same dis- 
ease in different breeds, the covering of the body 
by hair and the varied conditions of life all 
militate against clear definition. 

In this connection, it is not surprising that a 
number of loose terms have become established 
and that there is a tendency to boil everything 
down to two words—* eczema” and “ mange.” 
The layman and average client usually thinks in 
terms of eczema. Breeders and dealers, with 
certain exceptions, are shy of the word “ mange,” 
but prefer a nomenclature of their own, 
including such terms as “ puppy, teething or milk 
rash,” ete. Similarly, and some of you will 


appreciate this, the term “ringworm” is 
anathema to a horse dealer or stud groom, 


The explanation is always “ recent clipping, too 
much corn and what not.” It may be that the 
busy practitioner shirks a fruitless argument 
but prefers to keep his own counsel and treat the 
case for what it is. This may account, in some 
measure, for our lack of scientific terminology 
and exactitude in everyday practice. Again, in 
view of the public distaste of the word “ mange,” 
it may not always be good policy to use it. 
* Parasitic skin trouble” may be an adequate 


* Paper presented to the Southern Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., Sou:hampton, February 28th, 
1934. 


term as regards satisfying the client and 
treating the case without unnecessary complica- 
tions, 

If the patient is to be treated at home there is 
one precaution for which the veterinary surgeon 


is morally, if not legally, responsible. He must 
warn the owner against personal contact. 


Usually human infection, if any, has occurred 
before the animal is brought to hospital and, 
indeed, diagnosis is frequently prompted or con- 
firmed by the skin irritation of the owner. In 
such cases of combined human and animal infee- 
tion, there is seldom any alternative but to take 
the dog into hospital for treatment. It is 
usually a young dog but I am satisfied that a 
puppy may be accepted to hospital for mange 
treatment with reasonable safety—providing the 
“ Field” virus and serum inoculation is applied 
on admission. A second serum, a few days later, 
adds to the expense, but may obviate a break- 
down. In applying the * Field Inoculation,” it 
seems to be generally accepted that virus should 
precede the serum by an appreciable interval. 

As I have been decrying the lack of specific 
terminology, I will quote one example of the 
effect of words on certain clients. Quite 
recently, I had a case of “nettlerash” in a puppy 
with the usual swollen and puffy appearance of 
the head, which I treated in the ordinary way. 
Next day the delighted owner appeared with a 
normal pup and asked to know what had really 
been the matter. When I used the word 
*“ urticaria,” she said that could not possibly 
be the case because he got well so quickly. 
Against this, one must realise that the plausible 
quack can, and frequently does, persuade his 
customers to believe the fantastic. It is also 
a fact that people, whq scorn general remedies 
for themselves, are persuaded by advertisements 
to dose their dogs with all sorts of rubbish. The 
general public is very fickle in placing confidence, 
So far as I can see, it is for the qualified practi- 
tioner to prove his superiority in training and 
experience by actual results of treatment and 
by definite cast-iron diagnosis. By reason of his 
qualifications he will carry certain responsibili- 
ties, such as the passing of a dog or cat for Show 
or purchase. 

The passing of a dog for Show is fairly 
straightforward in so far that, if the animal 
is obviously suffering from skin disease, it is 
rejected. There may be cases of doubt, e.g. 
bare patches, faint smell of dressing, ete. Such 
eases are put on one side for further examina- 
tion and confirmation by a confrére. Obviously, 
it is impossible to establish parasitic disease 
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microscopically on the spot. It is sufficient, how- 
ever, for the veterinary officer to state on clinical 
grounds that the animal is unfit for Show. If 
the matter is taken further, then the parasite 
must be demonstrated after scrapings have been 
taken by the usual approved methods, It must 
be remarked, however, that the sarcopt is very 
elusive and numerous scrapings may be 
examined before detection results. Further, the 
skin may have been treated by spasmodic 
application of some proprietary remedy with a 
resultant masking of the acute symptoms. It is 
possible, in this way, to keep mange in check for 
years in a kennel—but it is there nevertheless, 

In certain breeds, it may not be always easy 
to discriminate between alopecia and follicular 
mange and there may be a call for the courage 
of conviction. Here again, easy as it may be to 
discover the demodex in pustular follicular 
mange, it may be somewhat difficult in the 
squamous form. The breeds in question are 
smooth Dachshunds, Manchesters and toy black 
and tans. 

The passing of a dog for purchase seldom 
offers any difficulty, but the same does not apply 
to the cat, who may harbour ringworm without 
any obvious clinical symptoms. Ringworm is 
so rife in the long-haired cat and gives so little 
evidence of its presence that one hesitates to give 
a clean certificate without first applying one or 
all of the available tests, namely: (1) chloro- 
form; (2) microscopical, and (83) Wood’s glass, 
plus ultra-violet ray. 

I have seen many cases of ringworm developed 
in the members of a household following the 
introduction of an apparently healthy eat. In 
one such case, the buyer sued the seller of the 
cat and was awarded heavy damages in spite 
of the fact that the animal had been examined 
and passed by a veterinary surgeon, 





Eezema 


I have already stated that there is a tendency 
to boil everything (non-parasitic) down to terms 
of eczema. Curiously enough, the very word is 
of Greek derivation, meaning to boil over. An 
eminent dermatologist appears to strike a key- 
note in the following quotation : “‘ Eczema is the 
term commonly applied to any wet or scaly 
inflammation of the skin, of the cause or nature 
of which the observer is ignorant.” This gives 
me courage to cast off my own cloak of ignor- 
ance and say a few words about eczema which 
is, probably, the most common and the most 
troublesome skin affection in canine practice. 

In the cat, it may be less common but offers 
even more difficulty owing to the nature, habits 
and susceptibility of the subject. It constitutes 
a good basis for the consideration of non-para- 
sitic skin diseases because so many other 
incidental and secondary conditions may be 
involved, 


| 





Mr. J. W. H. Holmes, m.r.c.v.s., in a recent 
paper, made the wise remark that “All skin dis- 
eases should be considered parasitic until, by a 
very thorough examination, they are proved 
otherwise.” This reminds me of a _ casual 
observation made by the late Professor 
Pritchard, to the effect that: “If you put all 
scratching dogs in a sack and then take your 
choice—most of them come out with mange.” 
That was a shrewd remark by a shrewd man, 
but to-day we aim at more definite and more 
scientific discrimination. 

As regards definition, Davier describes eczema 
as an epidermo-dermatitis, characterised by ¢ 
spongy condition of the rete malpighi with 
cedema, vaso-dilatation, and _ infiltration of 
mononuclear cells. We, of course, know it as 
an inflammation of the skin involving the 
following sequence of lesions :— 

(1) Erythema consisting of hyperzemia 
of the skin and proliferation of the 
epidermis, which may desquamate to form 
scales, 

(2) Papules, due to saturation of the 
dermal papille, 

(3) Vesicles which develop from (2), 
when the serous saturation is sufficient to 
rupture the cells of the rete mucosum with 
escape of fluid to the subepidermal layer. 

(4) Moist or weeping stage due to 
bursting of the vesicles either spontaneously 
or as the result of scratching. 

(5) Pustules which develop by infection 
of the ruptured vesicles. By confluence of 
pustules, a sero-purulent patch is produced 
representing the typical condition § of 
purulent eczema. 

(6) Resolution stage, consisting of the 
formation of crusts and scales by drying up 
of exudate. 

In daily practice, it is seldom possible to 
follow this sequence of events owing to distortion 
of the clinical picture by scratching and biting. 
— The condition, throughout, is accompanied by 
acute hyper-sensitiveness, pruritus and, in some 
eases, by actual pain and _ uncontrollable 
seratching. 

For practical purposes, classification may be 
condensed to: (1) Acute or chronic; (2) Diffuse 
or circumscribed. 

Circumscribed or local eczema includes such 
conditions as: (a) Serotal; (5) Interdigital: 
(c) Dorsal. 

CausEs.—As regards cause and _ incidence, 
there is some diversity of opinion between 
external and_ internal. Professor Maignon 
(Alfort College) states that “the causes, 
multiple and varied, are either external, 
mechanical, physical, chemical or internal, foods, 
medicaments or disease of internal organs.” He 
is certainly safe there, because the statement 
covers everything. 
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The same author stresses the importance of 
predisposition and = sensitisation in terms of 
anaphylaxis. It is a matter of current observa- 
tion that some subjects will develop eczema as a 
result of traumatisms, contact with sea water, 
certain chemicals or ingestion of certain foods. 
Maignon’s theory is based on the lack of balance 
of ferment production in the blood stream with 
consequent excess of degradation products. 

As to eczema of alimentary origin, again 
insufficiently reduced proteins are blamed 
through faulty liver action. This theory is 
obviously based on the toxic action of unresolved 
protein. 

Apart from theory, I think we must recognise 
that :— 

(1) Certain breeds are predisposed. 

(2) Certain conditions and external 
irritants are aggravating if not causal 
factors. 

(3) Internal derangement — either 
organic, parasitic, or faulty feeding—-may 
be responsible, 

Eezema in the cat is most difficult and 
intractable, for reasons already stated. Apart 
from an occasional case of localised true moist 
eczema, I have only been able to recognise two 
varieties, both chronic :— 

(1) A condition of small, dry, reddish 
and scaly eruptions which develop over the 
dorsal region from neck to tail. Such cases 
are usually recurrent and it may be signifi- 
eant that many of these subjects will only 
eat one article of diet, such as fish, liver or 
“lights,” as the case may be. This may be 
a point in Professor Maignon’s theory. 

(2) The moist seborrheic eczema repre- 
sented by an alternating red and moist 
purulent surface over the region of the hind 
legs and abdominal region. 

At this stage, I will confess that I am seldom 
able to state, with any conviction, that any case 
of eczema in dog or cat is definitely due to this 
or that specific cause. I am wondering whether 
this is a confession of ignorance and lack of 
observation or whether I shall receive any 
candid support in such a declaration, in the 
broad sense, 


Other Non-Parasitie Skin Diseases 


Referring back to some of the incidental 2on- 
ditions, cutaneous pruritus must call for first 
attention. Some of these cases may be traced 
to organic disturbance, but there is another type 
of cutaneous pruritus, which must be regarded 
as a neurosis. The condition is one of extreme 
sensitiveness of the skin, which otherwise 
appears normal to the naked eye. The slightest 
touch of the finger is followed by violent move- 
ments of the hind legs, ete. The response to 
stimulus is more pronounced over the “ scratch 
reflex area.” Under this heading may be con- 
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sidered those cases of persistent gnawing at the 
base or tip of the tail. The dog will bite 
through the tissues and self-mutilate to an 
incredible extent. Irritability of the tip of the 
tail may be traced, sometimes, to faulty docking. 
In amputation, whether of tail or digit, one must 
guard against the inclusion of nerve endings in 
the scar tissue. Apart from any question of 
disease, ohe Inust realise that some dogs are 
habitual scratchers—notably the Pekingese. 

The next incidental condition which I shall 
call to your notice is seborrhaa, There are two 
types, namely :— 

(1) Seborrhoea oleosa, which is more common 
in Pekes and occurs in two forms: (a) Disten- 
tion of the sebaceous glands by an accumulation 
of sebum, which can be evacuated as a cheesy 
mass; (b) A greasy, dirty condition seen inside 
the thighs and on the abdomen, 

The surface is at first oily but owing to the 
collection of dirt round the hairs, which break 
off, the surface becomes dry and sealy. 

(2) Dry seurfy seborrhcea with harsh broken 
coat is particularly common in the Chow, over 
the region of. the shoulder, base of tail and back 
of thighs. This periodic breaking and 
shedding of the coat over the shoulder, loins and 
flank is well known to Chow breeders. Either 
separately or in association with this is some- 
times seen another bare and hairless condition 
at the posterior aspect of the hind legs. Some 
authorities describe this as thyroid alopecia. 

Acne is an inflammatory condition of the hair 
follicles and sebaceous glands originated by 
decomposition of the products of the latter. 
Suppuration takes place by infection so that the 
affected area presents a mixture of nodules of 
varying size, and pustules containing 
sanguineous pus. The commoner site for the 
disease is on the bridge of the nose where it 
frequently develops into a chronic furunculosis— 
more especially in such breeds as Alsatians, 
spaniels and Labradors. It may extend to other 
areas, chiefly those subject to mechanical irrita- 
tion, such as elbows ang hocks. 

There is one other rare but troublesome con- 
dition and that is chronic ulceration of the 
eyelids at the inner canthus. 


Treatment of Parasitic and Other Diseases of 
the Skin : 

Having very briefly scanned some of the 
commoner affections, I propose to invite dis- 
cussion on our present knowledge of treatments. 
The manges should come first as being 
responsible for more trouble than all the rest of 
the diseases combined. By trouble, 1 mean con- 
flict between seller and buyer, misunderstanding 
between practitioner and client, pecuniary loss 
through outbreak in a kennel, introduction of 
the disease to a valuable litter by a mangy foster 
and so on, 
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TREATMENT OF SARCOPTIC MANGE. 

My own treatment is the same as it was 20 
years ago, and these remarks are a repetition of 
what I said in a paper of ancient date. 

It is safe to say that 80 per cent. of cases will 
respond to the simple combination of sulphur 
and oil in the proportion of 1 in 8. It is essen- 
tial, however, that both sulphur and oil shall be 
of the best and purest. The essence of success- 
ful treatment lies in thorough and complete 
application from head to toe every fourth day 
over a period varying from three to five weeks. 
A medicated bath should be given before, in 
the middle of, and at the end of, treatment. 
In the majority of cases it is advantageous to 
clip before dressing. 

Various adjuncts to the above basis have 
been used, such as paraffin, cresol, oil of tar, 
mercurial preparations, ete.—but, generally 
speaking, we revert to the simple mixture of oil, 
sulphur and perhaps an alkaline salt for con- 
sistent good results. 

It was, at one time, supposed that the stronger 
the dressing the better the result. This is now 
known to be a fallacy. <A_ strong irritant 
dressing is not only no more effective as a 
sarcopticide, but is directly harmful in that it 
produces a dermatitis which may be more 
troublesome than the original disease. The 
persistence of an erythematous and irritable 
skin after mange treatment is best counteracted 
by starch baths in the proportion of one pound 
of starch to one gallon of water, properly pre- 
pared. The local application of calamine, 
Ichthyol and other lotions, is not very satis- 
factory. 

If you ask me what to do with a mangy cat— 
you do indeed set me a “ poser.” Early, 
localised cases may be treated successfully with 
the aforesaid simple oil and sulphur dressing. 
The advanced corrugated and generalised con- 
dition is very intractable. In the first place, 
‘ats do not, easily, tolerate close and complete 
clipping. That alone will kill some cats, as 
I have seen in the past. 

Again, an oily cat presents a picture which 
entirely refutes the old adage re “oil on 
troubled waters.” The word water will remind 
us that many breeders do, from time to time, 
give sulphur baths, ete., but it is an established 
fact that aqueous solutions are ineffective in the 
treatment of mange. 

On the question of tolerance, | would like to 
add that, in my experience, “ odylen ” is unsuit- 
able, as a body dressing, for cats. It is excel- 
lent, however, in some cases of parasitic 
otorrheea, 

TREATMENT OF FOLLICULAR MANGE. 

It is a deplorable fact that we have not yet 
discovered any definite cure to become effective 
within a reasonable limit of time. It is not so 
much that the disease cannot be cured, but that 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 








April 14, 1934. _ 





the treatment, if successful, may cover a period 
of months and, in these days, the treatment of 
disease in the lower animals is more often than 
not controlled by economic conditions. 

3efore undertaking any treatment, one must 
consider :— 

(1) The value of the dog either from the 
commercial or sentimental point of view. 

(2) The wishes and monetary resources 
of the owner. 

(3) How much time can be devoted daily 
to minute and routine treatment. 

Some of you will remember the name _ of 
Nicholson Almond in this connection, and the 
‘are and attention which he gave to the study of 
this disease. In his day, he cured many cases 
by personal concentration and supervision, but 
failed to bequeath to us a quick and certain 
cure, To-day, if we are not quick we are dead, 
so far as the client is concerned. 

The demodex has no special resistance, but 
the difficulty is to reach the parasite situated 
in the deeply-placed follicle, with a more or less 
sealed opening. Strong irritant dressings are 
to be avoided, as, by their use, extension of the 
disease is favoured by infection of an irritated 
surface. 

On those lines, IT am inclined to favour the 
treatment suggested to me by Dr. Whitfield. 
some years ago, and I am bound to say with 
some good results. First scrub in, with an old 
tooth brush, sodium hyposulphite 5 per cent. and 
wait two minutes. Then scrub in acetie acid 
8 per cent. This is done once daily, the idea 
being that the liberated nascent sulphur does 
penetrate. 

I shall not waste time by enumerating the 
many remedies, proprietary and otherwise, put 
forward by various authors. Any surface treat- 
ment must be supplemented by such adjuncts as 
an autogenous vaccine or by injections of cer- 
tain metallic and arsenical products—such as 
collargol and aricyl, ete. 


TREATMENT OF RINGWORM. 

In the dog, where the lesions are usually 
localised and = recognisable, there is little 
difficulty in treatment. You may apply the old- 
established strong dressings, such as con- 
centrated iodine, mercuric iodide, ete., but a 
milder dressing will be equally effective without 
the production of a local dermatitis. It is an 
ointment comprising salicylic acid and benzoic 
acid in the strength of 15 grains of the former 
and 25 grains of. the latter to the ounce. 

In the eat, the latter ointment can be applied 
with safety—but I must refer you to my 
previous remarks as regards difficulty of 
localising the disease. 

Tue TREATMENT OF ECZEMA. 

This opens up a wide field and, for that 
reason, I propose to dispense with the usual 
platitudes and mention of the various pet 
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remedies. No one of them is specific and it 
generally means a study of the individual case 
and a choice between lotion, ointment or powder. 

If one may strike a modern note, I will say 
that ultra-violet ray is the quickest and 
cleanest way of clearing up moist eczema. 
Having removed all hair and cleansed the sur- 
face, one usually looks for resolution after a 
few daily exposures to a suitably cored carbon 
lamp. 

Obstinate and chronic cases appear to respond 
to periodic injections of dextro-calcium, and 
the use of spleen extract must not be overlooked 
in this connection, 

I shall leave the questions of diet, internal 
medicaments and restraint for general dis- 
cussion. 

Mention of the use of spleen extract reminds 
me of some recent work by M. Roger, of the 
Alfort Veterinary College, in connection with 
alopecia. This author states that diffuse 
alopecia may be caused by acute infectious dis- 
eases, by prolonged gestation and lactation— 
or by glandular insufficiency, such as may follow 
castration. He further describes the successful 
use of splenic medication in a number of such 
cases. I am satisfied that spleen extract is 
directly useful in many cases of obstinate skin 
trouble, but, at present, its use is somewhat 
on empirical lines. 

TREATMENT OF ACNE AND FURUNCULOSIS. 

In such cases as this, we are dealing with 
bacterial invasion and, apart from free drain- 
age and local applications, vaccine therapy may 
be indicated, 

Furunculosis of nose, elbow or hock calls for 
uctive treatment. This consists in the injection 
of quinine sulphate (40 grains to the ounce) 
into every sinus and opening at frequent 
intervals. 

In conclusion, I suggest that there are many 
conditions such as chronic suppuration, 
furunculosis, interdigital abscess, ete., which 
call for vaccine and bacteriophage treatment. 
Phage therapy is more or less restricted to 
staphylococcal infection, and __ interdigital 
swellings are only amenable to vaccines when of 
u truly suppurative type, which is by no means 
ulways the case. 


Little as I have said, I hope you will find a_ 


few points worthy of discussion, 

f ’ 
Discussion ‘ 

Major J. FAcEr, who was invited by the Presi- 
dent to open the discussion, said it gave him 
inuch pleasure to comply with this request, and 
he hoped the discussion would be a good one, 
for the paper deserved it. (Hear, hear.) Their 
best thanks were due to Mr. Stainton for coming 
down and giving them such an excellent resumé 
of skin diseases in the dog and cat. He happened 


to be aware of the fact that the paper had been 
written under adverse, if somewhat pleasant, 
conditions, and the writer, therefore, deserved 
The subject was one 


all the more credit for it. 
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of importance to all of them who had small 
animal practices, and he did not think it could 
be brought forward at such meetings as those 
too often, Certainly there was no need for 
Mr. Stainton to have any apologetic feeling in 
submitting it. The diseases dealt with were of 
great interest, firstly because they embraced so 
many of their cases. He did not know what the 
percentage was in his own case, but he should 
imagine 25 per cent. of the cases at the ordinary 
clinic would come under the definition of skin 
diseases. Secondly, the diseases were of import- 
ance because of communicability to the human 
subject. 

As regarded the paper itself, it did not permit 
of any criticism, and he was entirely in agree- 
ment with it: consequently, the few remarks 
he might make would be supplementary rather 
than critical. He was afraid, speaking for him- 
self, that they were inclined to be somewhat 
slack in regard to their diagnosis. The micro- 
scope in these cases should always be available 
and doing its work. It was all very well to say 
one thought a patient had just got a spot of dry 
eczema or moist eczema, but that did not really 
help them very much to get a proper classifica- 
tion and he thought the average practitioner, 
wiih all the available cases he must have before 
him, was rather to blame in not trying to classify 
them more specifically. 

With regard to the causes of eczema, he 
would like to put forward one or two sugges- 
tions, or should he say questions? Was it due to 
over-feeding, for instance? There was one case 
which occurred to his mind in this connection— 
that of a Sealyham which was lost and 
found after 30 days, during which time it was 
supposed to have been absolutely without food 
and water. With a little careful nursing it did 
very well, and it grew a_ beautiful coat 
immediately after. He thought a possible reason 
for this was that the protein poison had all been 
used up and he wondered, from that point of 
view, whether they might consider starvation 
was good treatment, although of course none of 
them would ever suggest starving their patients 
for 30 days. He did think, however, that many 
of the animals that were brought to them were 
grossly overfed. Further, could Mr. Stainton say 
anything about the liability of certain breeds 
of dogs to these diseases? He believed it was 
a fact that in dogs of ancient lineage very little 
eczema was seen, and that the chief sufferers 
were the more modern breeds, such as Sealyhams. 
Could it be that there was a glandular deficiency 
or even a surplus in these, and if so, which 
gland was it that was at fault? In dealing with 
eczema, he noticed that Mr. Stainton had not 
mentioned the anal glands. He had seen some 
very acute cases of moist eczema which had 
benefited considerably when the anal glands had 
been emptied. He would also like, to hear Mr. 
Stainton’s opinion of the extract of foetal skin 
now being advertised. In the case of amputa- 
tions, how did the essayist avoid including 
nerve endings in the scar tissues? 

Concerning follicular mange, were there two 
forms of demodex, and why did not a case of the 
squamous type develop into the pustular? _ If 
they could only arrive at it, he would like to see 
a medicine introduced which, when given by the 
mouth, would accumulate in the skin in sufficient 
quantity to make the skin at least uninhabitable 
for the parasite. Would it be possible, by giving 
alkalines in sufficiently strong doses or sufficient 
of them, to make the skin uninhabitable to the 
demodex? With regard to violet rays, he 
thought they were very useful. 
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Major J. S. Woop wished to thank Mr. Stainton 
and also Major Facer for their interesting 
remarks. The subject of the paper was such an 
enormous one that it was difficult to deal with 
it at any one —— Although he had for many 
years taken a ‘at interest in skin diseases, he 
musv plead pt te to not examining them under 
the microscope. He gave that up, for one reason 
because it was so trying to his eyesight, and 
another reason was thai he discovered very liltle 
by using it. Sarcoptic mange was difficult to 
diagnose microscopically in the dog. What he 
had found, was so many forms of ringworm 
which were unclassified, allhough by comparing 
one’s own observations, one was able to form 
some sort of opinion as to how ihey would yield 
to treatment. He would like to ask Mr. Stainton 
if he considered follicular mange to be a con- 
tagious disease. He himself was strongly of 
opinion that it was not. He would also like to 
know which he preferred—stock or autogenous 
vaccine. Personally, he looked on the ordinary 
mange treatment as being harmful, in that it only 
aggravated the _ disease. He had just been 
treating a Sealyham—and he agreed they were 
particularly difficult to treat—with  collosol 
argentum with good results. Mr. Siainton had 
mentioned sulphur and oil, but he did not specify 
what oil. He found castor-oil the best. 

One more question, what was eczema? He 
looked upon it as a poison from within, and he 
thought that in many cases they had some bowel 
disturbance as well as the skin trouble. If they 
looked at the seat of the disease it would 
generally tell them the nature of the disease. In 
the cat and dog, mange would nearly always be 
found on the head and ears, and if they had a 
case where the head and ears were not affected 
then he should say it was not parasitic. 

Major F. J. TAYLor wished to congraiulate his 
old friend Mr. Stainton on a very excellent paper. 
If he understood him aright, when he took any 
puppies into his kennels he usually took the pre- 
caution of inoculating them with the “ Field” 
distemper vaccine. Did he understand that he 
first injected the serum and then the virus, or 
yas it the other way about? He quite agreed 
with what Mr. Stainton had said with regard to 
the examination of dogs at shows, and in view 
of the fact that these duties were carried out by 
them in an honorary capacity, he thought they 
accepted very serious responsibility in stopping 
a dog with skin disease from going into a show. 
The owner wanted a very definite diagnosis made 
as to why the dog was unfit for show purposes, 
and he thought the time would come when a 
definite rule would have to be made, that no dog 
with any skin disease at all should be admitted 
to a show. It was unfit if it had got any sort of 
skin disease. Why not leave it at that? He 
agreed as to the difficulty of diagnosing between 
alopeci ia and follicular mange. Ringworm was 
a very uncommon disease in his own practice, 
both in the dog and cat. There used to be a 
great number of cases in ‘these animals, par- 
ticularly if they had been associated with young 
children who were not then inspected as they 
were now, and when they had not the same 
clinical facilities as schools for the detection of 
the disease. With regard to eczema, he had 
always defined it as an external manifestation of 
internal catarrh, and he invariably treated these 
cases both internally and externally. Inter- 
digital eczema was a constant trouble, and he 
was very interested to hear that Mr. Stainton 
looked upon it as true eczema. He _ hardly 
agreed with him: he thought it very often was 
due to the perforation of the foot from the lower 
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surface and to serum accumulation in the skin. 
On the question of dieting, he had, perhaps, 
rather curious views. The suggestion as_ to 
feeding dogs entirely on biscuits was probably a 
dangerous one to follow. He generally found 
chat dogs with eczema had been fed on some 
kind of compound biscuits, or some meal that 
had upset their digestion, and he invariably 
advised his clients to feed their animals on raw 
meat, and bread that had been baked in the oven, 
wiih a ration of fat. He did not think dogs had 
enough fat. With regard to the use of spleen 
extract, he had had some very good results from 
it, but as to how it acted or why it acied he 
regretted he was unable to suggest an explana- 
tion. He had had quite a number of dogs with 
this baldness in the dorsal region, and he never 
hesitated to castrate. They almost immediately 
recovered their hair and "hovemee quite young 
dogs again, but whether it was a _ glandular 
deficiency or an excess of some _ glandular 
secre.ion he could not say. One of the most 
troublesome forms of skin disease was what was 
known as eczema of the eyelids and lips, and the 
fact that the tears ran down over the eyelids and 
lips seemed to aggravate the condiiion. Was 
this possibly due to some irritant from the tears 
or from the saliva? Concerning ihe treatment of 
mange, he used olive oil, liquid paraffin, and 
black sulphur, but the most important treatment 
was to massage the animal every day with a 
warm hand. He should hesitaie to use odylen 
for the cat, and he should think it would be most 
dangerous, because whatever they put on a cal 
it immediately licked off. For ringworm in the 
dog he invariably adopied a treatment of salt 
rubbed in every day, until the skin got thoroughly 
sore. 

Mr. G. N. Goutp stated that, in his excellent 
paper, Mr. Stainton had helped them quite a loi 
with his classification. With regard to the treat- 
ment of these conditions, he supposed they had 
all got their particular remedies, which they 
used, but he thought they all came down to the 
basic remedy of sulphur. He agreed with Mr. 
Stainton, however, that they had got to be rather 

careful in the application of sulphur, and he had 
found that precipitate of sulphur was by far the 
best dressing. Concerning follicular mange, he 
would like to ask Mr. Stainton whether he con- 
sidered there was a hereditary tendency or pre- 
disposition to it. He asked this because he had 
had considerable experience in connection with 
a particular kennel, and they had not only found 
a predisposition but thai it appeared to be trans- 
mitted only in the males. With regard to 
pruritus, this, to his way of thinking, was quite 
a chronic condition. He had one case in mind 
in which it continued for 15 months in spite 
of every form of dressing. It was finally cured 
by clipping the hair very short, and the applica- 
tion of a dressing of soda bicarbonate solution. 
Within three weeks the irritation had _ dis- 
appeared, and the patient grew quite long hair 
again, but he understood the trouble had now 
re-started. He agreed thai cat eczema was 
usually seen in animals on a single diet, and he 
had found them very intractable to treatment. 
He did not consider odylen had any advantage 
over sulphur and oil, and in some cases he had 
found perchloride of mercury—one in 4,000— 

give excellent results. The ultra-violet ray was 
extremely good, and it was also very useful in 
the treatment of lacerated wounds. With regard 
to inoculation, he would like to know what was 
the risk of infection. He understood the Kennel 
Club were considering the prohibiting of dogs 
being shown until a certain period had elapsed 
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after the dog had been inoculated. With regard 
to the feeding of fat to dogs, he was afraid he 
did not altogether agree with Major Taylor 
because he had found that, with the administra- 
tion of cod-liver oil daily, they ee get skin 
trouble which would disappear when they 
stopped that agent, and he oumieeed if an excess 
of fat would produce skin trouble. 

The Presipent (Mr. J. F. D. Tutt) voiced the 
thanks of the members to the essayist, and added 
that he quite agreed that for the successful treat- 
ment of skin disease one should clip all over. 
He did not think one could better sulphur and 
oil as a dressing. As regards Mr. Stainton’s 
remarks about odylen, he had found it very 
useful in some cases, but he thought the whole 
secret of success was not only to apply il warm, 
but to rub it in, though it should not be applied 
to puppies. He agreed that ultra-violet ray treat- 
ment was of value with follicular mange, and 
also with eczema, but principally in cases of 
moist eczema. He had used it every third day, 
and he should think every day was a little too 
drastic. He had also tried foetal skin extract, 
but he did not think that was of much use. For 
alopecia he had found the administration of 
thyroid of benefit. He had had quite a number 
of cases of ringworm and he had found that 
ordinary sulphur and oil was effective. 

Mr. J. B. Wuire desired to hear Mr. Stainton’s 
opinion on the question of diet for dogs. Some 
animals seemed to do all right on biscuits, and 
others equally well on a meat diet. They had 
been rather swinging over to meat diets, and he 
was not sure whether they had not swung too 
far. He would also like to hear Mr. Stainton’s 
view of cases of skin thickening, with irritation, 
just below the carpus. 

Miss ALEEN CusT said she had listened to the 
paper and also to the discussion that afternoon 
with much interest, and she was sure they must 
all have learnt a great deal. With regard to 
what had been said about follicular mange, when 
she was at College they had a Professor of 
Physiology who used to maintain that every 
human being possessed the demodex parasite in 
their skin but that it apparently had no effect on 
them. Did they think it possible that those cases 
where dogs were discharged apparently cured, 
and that came back a few months later with the 
same complaint, might be attributable to their 
having caught it again from human beings? This 
was only a theory. but it was worth thinking 
about. Major Taylor had said he had found 
black sulphur a good thing. She had had fatal 
results with puppies, and had left off black 
sulphur because she understood it contained 
arsenic. She had found a solution of chinosol 
useful in cases of acute parasitic otorrhaes. She 
entirely agreed with what had been said as to 
fat. Since she had been giving her dogs fat once 
a week. she had never had a case of skin trouble 
in her kennels. With regard to the inoculation 
of dogs against distemper. she would like fo 
know how long the animal was supnosed to be 
infectious. She had been told a week would be 
safe, but she thought there should be a definite 
rule made by the Kennel Club that dogs that had 
been inoculated should not be allowed to be 
shown till the danger period, whatever it was, 
had passed. 

Mr. C. Pack mentioned that. with regard to 
alopecia. he had noticed that its presence was 
nearly always confined to black dogs. He did 
not see whv a dog that did not show anv 
svmptoms of distemper after bein’ inoculated 
should be considered dangerous at all. 
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THe REPLY 

Invited by the President to reply to the dis- 
cussion, Mr. STAINTON said he thanked them all 
for the way in which they had supported him 
by producing such a good one. He agreed that 
skin diseases did represent a very large pro- 
portion of their cases, and very often they were 
the most disappointing. — He had seen very little 
eczema in greyhounds: it was generally mange, 
although they must not breathe that word. He 
also agreed that Sealyhams were one of the most 
predisposed breeds. It was true that he had 
omitted any reference io the anal glands: these 
should, of course, be evacuated by routine. He 
had had no experience of the extract of foetal 
skin. As regarded the avoiding of any inclusion 
of nerve ending in the amputation of the tail, it 
was purely a matter of careful technique in 
removing it completely and leaving plenty of 
tissue at the end to form a pad. It was known 
that the human being did carry demodex, but 
he could not support Miss Cust’s theory that it 
might be conveyed to the dog, and personally 
he could not think there was anything in thai 
suggesiion. He thought they were all agreed 
that follicular mange was not contagious and 
also that vaccine was a useful adjunct of any 
treatment. The pustules were, of course, 
secondary to the infeciion. He had never used 
‘astor-oil: he always preferred the purest whale 
oil or olive oil. He quite agreed with Major 
Taylor that the passing of dogs for shows was 
somewhat loosely carried out at present, and 
there was no doubt that eventually it would have 
to be tightened up considerably. He did not 
agree that ringworm was rare in the cat, but he 
did acquiesce in the suggestion that eczema might 
frequently be of internal catarrhal origin. He 
also agreed that so-called interdigital eczema 
was often due to the perforation from the lower 
surface, but in these cases they were not dealing 
with the true interdigital eczema. He _ con- 
curred in the view that fat should be included 
in the diet, particularly for such dogs as Chows. 

With regard to castration for alopecia, he 
agreed that some of these castrated cases did 
produce enormous coats afterwards. Mr. Gould 
had expressed the opinion that follicular mange 
was hereditary and that certain animals had a 
predisposition to it. He did not think there 
was any doubt about that, but against his theory 
that it was only in the males, one frequently saw 
a bitch thai was apparently quite clean produce 
a litter of pups every one of which would break 
out with it. 

Mr. Goutp: “ Why should the predisposition 
be through the male?” ° 

Mr. Stainton: “ You may be right. I have not 
followed it up to the same extent as you have, 
and anyway, your theory is of extreme interest.” 

Continuing, Mr. Stainton said he had never yet 
seen recovery from pruritus with self- mutilation. 
Odylen was. he thought, very much overrated, 
and he disliked it on account of its appalling 
smell. With regard to inoculation, when they 
put the virus into the dog, from that’ moment 
it was a source of danger and anything from a 
week to 14 days was the danger period. The 
President had asked whether he injected the virus 
or the serum first or at the same time. He injected 
the virus first—he did not know why, unless it was 
that he was acting on the instructions of Mr. 
Dalling, and he usually waited ten minutes before 
giving the serum. With regard to the use of 
ultra-violet rays, it might be sufficient to employ 
them every other day, or every third day, but 
he saw no danger in giving the treatment every 
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day. The time of exposure depended entirely 
on the type of lamp, and he himself preferred 
the cored carbon type of lamp. Mr. White had 
suggested that a complete and exclusive meat diet 
was not always suitable for the dog, and he 
quite agreed. He thought it was wrong to give 
a dog raw meat and very little else: they must 
have some balance of rations, and some farina- 
ceous food, preferably good biscuits or toast or 
rusks. Concerning the condition spoken of as 
thickening of the skin, it was a recognised con- 
dition, but he had never been able to put a name 
to it. He had found, however, that the most 
efficacious treatment consisted in daily scrub- 
bing with Burnett’s fluid, 5 per cent. He would 
also like to support whai Miss Cust had said as 
to the undesirability of using black sulphur and 
for the reasons she stated. 


* * * * * 


A VETERINARY SURGEON’S 
CAR EQUIPMENT IN COUNTRY 
PRACTICE* 

O. V. GUNNING, b.v.M., M.R.C.V.S. 
TuTsury, NEAR BURTON-ON-TRENT 


After the most excellent paper presented by 
Mr. Auchterlonie at our last meeting, on “ A 
Canine Surgery in a Mixed Practice,” it was 
suggested to me that a somewhat similar paper 
dealing with the large animal side would be a 
very acceptable one, and it is in consequence of 
that suggestion that I bring this paper forward 
to-day. Iam afraid the subject of my paper is 
not one that lends itself to the written word, 
and what I write will merely act as an intro- 
duction to what I have to say or show you. 

At our last meeting I think we were unani- 
mous in the opinion that both paper and dis- 
cussion, introducing as they did so much of the 
practical, represented the ideal of what a 
Clinical paper and_= discussion should be. 
Indeed, Mr. Auchterlonie boldly struck off the 
beaten track and introduced an_ originality 
which I suggest might often be copied with 
advantage by those who figure in the pro- 
grammes of the “ National.” The introdug¢tion 
and demonstration of new instruments and new 
methods of technique, the more frequent use of 
specimens, and the provision of illustrations of 
a practical nature would greatly add to the 
interest and value of certain papers. This 
would mean a great deal of trouble, but be a 
real asset to programmes which often have a 
tendency to become painfully stereotyped. 

In contradistinetion to small animal practice, 
in a country practice, covering a fairly wide 
area, one finds that the bulk of the work is 
done away from the surgery, and, therefore, a 
practitioner’s car equipment becomes one of 
the biggest essentials and most important parts 
of his whole outfit. 





= Paper presented to the Derbyshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Derby, January 9th, 1934, 





I divide this equipment into three parts: 
protective clothing; suitable instruments to 
meet any emergency; an adequate supply of 
drugs that can be given and dispensed on the 
farm, 

CLOTHING.—It is absolutely necessary that 
every practitioner should carry suitable pro- 
tective clothing. This should include washable 
rubber overalls that will cover the whole body. 
Armed with such and the addition of a pair 
of gum boots, one can do the most filthy jobs 
we are called upon to perform and yet, with a 
liberal supply of soap and warm water avail- 
able, be ready to proceed to a drawing-room or 
any other case on the round. In addition, I 
personally carry one or two knitted sleeveless 
vests to be worn under the overalls, a water- 
proof leather apron and macintosh sleeves to be 
used on those occasions where stripping is not 
necessary. Such an equipment, besides saving 
one’s clothes, adds to the comfort of the work 
and also, I think, to our prestige in the eyes of 
our clients. 

INSTRUMENTS.—I must confess that I have 
at times wondered how some practitioners can 
carry on and do their work efficiently with the 
small amount of equipment they carry. From 
my experience one never knows from the 
message received what to expect on arrival, 
and often the condition is quite different from 
that expected, or complicated with other con- 
ditions. For instance, one arrives at a milk 
fever case late at night and finds the animal 
badly tympanitic, which removing the animal 
to the stomach side will not relieve. With a 
piece of wide hose pipe in your equipment the 
condition can be speedily relieved, and you have 
the satisfaction that all possible has been done. 
If, on the other hand, the hose or trocar is not 
amongst the things you regularly carry, it 
means that you have either got to re-visit the 
surgery, do a crude operation or leave the case 
improperly treated until the morning, when you 
will probably find a dead cow which might have 
been saved. The same applies to many cases 
of gastric impaction which nothing short of 
mechanical removal will relieve. 

With your equipment available you are also 
able to deal efficiently with extra cases and 
other urgent messages which so frequently arise 
in the course of one’s round. 

I do not wish to weary you, but I could recall 
‘ases almost indefinitely where ready available 
equipment has been of the utmost value. I like 
as far as possible to be able to carry everything 
one is likely to want to meet any emergency. 
I remember once holding the spermatic cord (of 
a colt) from which the clam, through my care- 
lessness, during a sudden movement of the colt, 
had slipped off. I was able to say to an 
attendant “ Go to my car and fetch a box with a 
red cross on the lid,” indicating the position in 
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which it would be found. The box contained 
the necessary artery forceps and suture 
material, and, thanks to the material being at 
hand, although I went through a= most 
unpleasant mental experience, no one else ever 
knew that anything serious had happened. 

I have for your inspection the = surgical 
equipment I personally carry. I would par- 
ticularly mention milk fever outfit and sterile 
needles ready for use, horse and cattle trocar, 
exploring needles, aluminium mouth gag for 
throat operations in cattle, seton needle, large 
stomach hose for cattle, horse stomach tube, 
tun dish and stomach pump, artery forceps and 
suture material ready for use, together with 
“record” syringe, Janet syringe, probes and teat 
instruments, and other sundry equipment. I 
always like to carry (permanently) obstetrical 
Knives and saws, as they take up little room 
and are always at hand when wanted. I also 
earry sterility instruments, hoof instruments. 
hand-clipping machine and a good twitch with a 
long handle, a strong pair of barnacles and a 
pair of rubber gloves. 

I would here mention that, in my experience, 
a hospital irrigator and a length of rubber gas 
tubing is the most generally useful sterility and 
uterine equipment of which T know. 

Drucs.—No two practitioners think alike 
about drugs; you may not even believe in them, 
but you must remember that vour client does. 
T must frankly admit T am old-fashioned enough 
to believe in the value of well-selected drugs. 
and I believe it is possible that they have a 
greater immediate value with the lower animals 
than they have with man. Even if it is 
admitted that in many cases the value of drugs 
is doubtful, it is all the more necessary to 
carry the most likely medicine to suit the par- 
ticular case. I must further admit TI carry 
rather a large selection, and it is always my 
endeavour to fit the medicine to the particular 
condition and not make it up at the surgery 
before starting on the off-chance it may be 
suitable—in other words, fit the animal to the 
medicine, or wait until the morning when some- 
thing else can be fetched. T have seen this 
done, and obviously it cannot be conducive to 
the best results. 

It would be impossible and unnecessary for 
me to enumerate on paper the drugs I carry, 
but they are here for your inspection. 

You must at Jleast admit that local 
anesthetic is a necessary drug to carry. 
Hypodermic tablets none would like to go with- 
out. The remarkable value of chloral hydrate 
in eattle practice hardly needs mentioning: 
bromide and sodium bicarbonate, together or 
alone, with injections of magnesium or calcium 
compounds undoubtedly have a specific action in 
certain cases of tetany, and when wanted are 
wanted for immediate use. Large doses of 
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bismuth and starch, given after Macfarlane, is 
wunother specific in scour in horses. Nux 
vyolmica, turpentine, lysol, ammonia, catechu 
and chalk are also valuable drugs to have at 
hand for immediate use. Then it is necessary 
to carry antiseptics and drugs requisite for 
uterine irrigations and injections; vesicant 
dressings, cotton wool, bandages and micro- 
scopic slides. I also carry physic balls and 
empty gelatine capsules which can be filled, as 
required, with ammonium carbonate, nux 
voinica or iztin—the last being a safe and 
efficient purgative. Then I find sodium chloride 
electuary a most useful preparation to have with 
one, It creates thirst and appetite and has 
many uses. Further, | take a supply of linseed 
oil: it is annoying to require it and find none 
available. The last few years I have also 
carried mineral oil which, particularly in horses, 
1 use frequently in place of linseed oil; while 
it makes a useful vehicle for uterine injections 
with bismuth and iodoform. 

In my practice we make a strict rule never to 
leave medicine without a suitable label. We 
have these printed as shown here. The words 
Kor ANIMALS ONLY are printed at the top and, 
as far as possible, the directions are printed, 
leaving a space for the number of doses, times 
to be taken, ete., to be filled in. A label neatly 
applied greatly adds to the appearance of the 
bottle or packet, and as many stockmen are more 
or less illiterate and veterinary surgeons are not 
noted for their clear writing, printed instruc- 
tions tend to eliminate error, 

The equipment mentioned can be carried in 
properly constructed boxes made to fit the 
requirements of each individual car and fixed 
in such a way that, should the car be required 
for pleasure, the whole can be conveniently 
removed in a limited space of time. To 
economise room 1 carry a chest bolted to each 
footboard, one for liquids and the other for 
packet medicine, 

You may say that the carrying of such an 
accumulation of stuff Is not necessary and not 
practicable. T can only retort that it has been 
practicable in my case over a number of years, 
and, T am econvineed, has added to the efficiency 
and pleasure of my work. 


Discussion 


Mr. L. AUCHTERLONIE, who opened the discus- 
sion, said: “ Captain Gunning’s paper gives ample 
proof that he is keen on his profession and finds 
great pleasure in every aspect of his work, even 
to rolling about calving a cow and doing 
the most filthy jobs. The essayist confesses that 
the subject does not lend itself to words, and 
neither does it, yet whatever Captain Gunning 
had said I would have been prepared to accept. 
(Hear, hear.) 

“The comparison he makes, with regard to 
emergency equipment, between small animal prac- 
tice and wide country practices is, I think, fair, 
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but I do not feel that any veterinary surgeon who 
uses a small car need despair because of his 
inability to carry a quantity of things about. For 
example, I live in a district very well supplied 
by ’bus routes and carriers, and I can usually 
arrange easily for special medicine to be 
delivered in the district. 

“ Captain Gunning’s first) part deals with 
clothing, and having noted what he carries, | 
venture to show my own rubber overall for 
parturition work (made by Messrs. Down Bros.) 
which is absolutely watertight at the sleeves, and 
never lets one down. 

** INSTRUMENTS. 
are large trocar, a Mi ‘pocket ¢ case wich ‘ortary 
forceps, scissors, two knives, dressing forceps, 
needles, silkworm gut and catgut. Teat instru- 
ments | always carry with me in a separate box 
with a small spirit lamp and _ test tube for 
sterilising them. 1 never carry calving kil, 
coming back specially to the surgery for it. 

“Until I parted with my big car I always 
carried a large post-parturieni bag, but if I can- 
not improvise on an emergency arising then [| 
arrange to take the bag specially. W hat I have 
said with regard to calving and cleansing equip- 
ment obviously places it outside ihe strict letter 
of Captain Gunning’s car equipment: I do nol 
always carry these with me. 

“At one time I always carried a milk fever 
pump in the car, but now I merely carry an 
emergency dose of calcium and revert io Lane’s 
bag if I am within reach of the surgery. This 
is filled ready for me on arrival. Hoof searcher, 
head torch, local anesthetic, wool, gauze, 
bandages and 1-in. adhesive plaster complete the 
surgical side. I also carry a phonendoscope and 
one sterile swab in case of suspecied anthrax. 
I have found an advantage, in lieu of taking much 
kit, in sub-dividing equipment into separate bags, 
e.g., post-mortem case, tuberculin and mallein 
test case, calving bag, cleansing bag and every- 
day case bag, all separately so that one one may 
be included aud others left out, but no doubt this 
is a common practice to-day, 

* DruGs.—I always bear in mind what nature 
can do and does perform unaided, e.g., the horse 
with a temperature of 107° at night is possibly 
nearly normal by morning, thanks to these rugs, 
and the top door of the box being left open; or 
the colic case (very violeni) which if left alone 
for an hour and allowed to roll will soon get 
better, or the colic case which just does not die 
from enteritis because we have used no drugs at 
all or merely given a little linseed oil; or the 
equine catarrhal fever cases just convalescing 
which had no medicine at all except fresh air- 
these included one purpura case; or the cow 
with pneumonia which looks like dying and 
whose respirations are so disiressed that one 
merely advocates nursing and fresh air, which 
recovers. I am a believer in drugs and that they 
have their place in treatment but I also believe 
that in animals the powers of recovery are 
greater than in human beings. Children have to 
be jealously guarded for years and must be more 
sensitive to outward stimuli than are animals 
and in this I find myself at variance with Capiain 
Gunning. 

“If the horse or cow is protected from the 
we eather, given warm clothing and fresh air, it 
will in its invalid state very often be easy money 
for anybody’s medicine. 

“Having had my say it is not difficult to 
imagine that (though my stock list numbers some 
150 items) I carry very liitle in my car and I 
attach little importance to whether a farmer 
wants a bottle or not, 
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“Finally, | always carry erysipelas serum and 
tetanus antitoxin for prophylaxis. 

“ All thanks to Captain Gunning for his great 
help in providing so much useful information.” 

Mr. T. V. BAGSHAW said that, although Captain 
Gunning had shown ihat he found it necessary 
and convenient to be so well equipped, he was 
afraid that, so far as the majority was concerned, 
the question was not that of always having just 
the proper equipment, but of making such equip- 
ment as was available, do. Captain Gunning had 
not, however, mentioned that pessaries or lubri- 
cant soap were included in his comprehensive 
ist. 

Mr. H. SrTee_e BopGer thought he was of 
similar disposition to Capiain Gunning, namely, 
that anybody could sell him anything; but 
although he considered himself well equipped he 
did not carry very much about with him, and as 
his practice was becoming more and more canine 
he was carrying less and less. 

With reference to parturition saws, he pre- 
ferred the embryotome to plain wire, but since 
he had adopted spinal anesthesia he was finding 
diminishing use for the embryotome. 

As regards labels, those he used were perfectly 
plain and did not carry his name. 

Dr. G. Brook said that he thought that a swab 
and questionnaireform for anthrax were necessary 
parts of equipment. He also expressed the 
opinion that chloroform should be included. 

Mr. G. EATon observed that he carried equip- 
ment similar to that detailed by Captain Gunning, 
but, in addition, he also carried a rope or two, 
which he had found very useful. 

Mr. E. WILKINSON did not aspire to being ever 
possessed of such complete equipment, but said 
he always carried an adjustable halter for which 
he very frequently found use. 

He could see, however, that the gag exhibited 
by Captain Gunning would be exceedingly useful 
and he would further equip himself to that extent. 


THE REPLY 


Mr. GUNNING, in replying, thanked = Mr. 
Auchterlonie for his kind remarks. He also 
appreciated his criticism, for it was only by such 
that we arrived at a true balance of things. 

He did not think Mr. Auchterlonie could com- 
pare cases of colic which he treated at his own 
surgery or the railway horses (which had been 
referred to by Mr. Wilkinson) which frequently 
made a spontaneous recovery without treatment, 
with those cases which occurred in country 
practice, as ihe latter were usually cases of some 
standing, and were more often than not definite 
‘ases of impaction which required heroic treat- 
ment. Even in respect to the milder cases, as 
arecoline was much safer and more efficient in 
ihe early stages, he thought it best to give a small 
dose as a routine, and he was of the opinion that 
arecoline was much like morphine in_ so 
far as a small dose often appeared to act just as 
well as a larger one. 

Replying to Major Bagshaw, he did carry 
pessaries in his equipment, and also a lubricant 
soap, which he made himself. This was first 
introduced by Mr. Edwards, of Mold, and the 
speaker was convinced that its liberal use 
throughout protracted calving cases often made 
the difference between recovery and _non- 
recovery. Further replying to Major Bagshaw, 
he did not wish to leave the impression that he 
used the stomach tube much in colic. He used 
the stomach tube as a_ routine method of 
drenching, but he did not believe in loading an 
already paralysed organ with fluids, as he thought 
balls were better. 
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STUDY OF ANIMAL DISEASES 


Veterinary Surgeons’ Library 


Under the above headings, the letter repro- 
duced below appeared in The Times of April 4th. 
The library appeal of which it is the subject is 
dealt with editorially on the next page of this 
issue. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES, 

Sir.—May we have the hospitality of your 
columns in aid of an appeal now being issued 
by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on 
behalf of their library, recently reconstituted as 
a Central Library for Animal Diseases? 

This country is becoming more alive to the 
economic importance of the prevention and 
control of animal diseases. The Government 
has recently decided to contribute money for a 

‘ampaign to improve the health of dairy cows. 
Research centres are actively engaged in work 
upon the numerous animal disease problems. 
The Agricultural Research Council is organising 
investigations under various expert committees, 
and county councils are appointing veterinary 
officers with a view to bringing some of the 
worst animal scourges under control. 

Over a long period of years the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has 
endeavoured, with a considerable amount of 
success, to build up an efficient central lending 
library devoted to animals in health and disease, 
to their nutrition, breeding and management. 





In answer to Mr. Steele Bodger, he thought the 
Danish and German embryotomes had many 
disadvantages—the time spent in_ threading, 
especially at night, and the difficulty with the 
wire kinking. In his opinion, the ideal embryo- 
tome had yet to be invented, and he thought that 
in many cases the fine wire saws, as supplied by 
Arnold’s, were quicker to operate, just as efficient 
and, used with care, quite safe. 

Replying to Dr. Brook, he did not carry chloro- 
form. In order to prevent the transmission of 
abortion and other diseases through contaminated 
syringes, he always used a supply of lengths of 
rubber gas tubing and when one was soiled it 
was taken home and placed in a solution of 
“fecto” for several hours. 

He thought Mr. Wilkinson’s idea of carrying an 
adjustable halter a very good one. He agreed 
with him that it was quite easy to manipulate 
a cow’s throat without a gag, but for operations 
and comfort generally he was of opinion that a 
gag was of very great value. 

He thought that covered most of the questions 
raised. He had not mentioned seasonal equip- 
ment, but obviously in the spring one would carry 
docking instruments and certain articles which 
were not required at other times. He found 
criticism was not always consistent. He had a 
friend who always told him he had too many 
drugs, but never omitted in the same breath to 
recommend him to try something else. 

He thanked them very much for the good dis- 
cussion they had given the paper. 
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The present library is the only one in the British 
Isles which possesses complete sets of many 
British and foreign journals and veterinary 
adniinistrative reports trom all parts of the 
Minpire. Jt is rich in textbuvoks on all relative 
subjects, and its resources are called upon by 
the libraries of all the important research 
institutions dealing with animal diseases. It is 
an outlier library to the National Central 
Library, and thus its contelts are available to 
all students in any part of the United Kingdom. 

The Council of the Royal College has done all 
it can from its own limited resources to expand 
and improve this library, but an endowment 
fund is urgently needed if the library is to give 
the wider and more efficient services com- 
mensurate with the continual and growing 
demands. An endowment fund of £20,000 is 
considered necessary to enable the library to 
meet the increased calls upon its services. The 
public benefits which would acerue would. we 
are convinced, More than justify the expenditure, 
and we accordingly ask for generous support of 
this appeal. Contributions sent to the Secre- 
tary, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10, 
Red "Lion Square, London, W.C.1, will be grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

Yours faithfully, 


STRADBROKE. kL. MELLANBY. 
DARESBURY. ARUNDEL J. K. ESDAILE. 
MERRIK BURRELL. LUXMOORE NEWCOMBE. 
WALTER GILBEY. S. H. GAIGER. 
ARCHIBALD WEIGALL. J. BAsIL Buxron. 


F. G. KENYON, G. H. Locke. 
DARCY POWER. P. J. SIMPSON. 
Epwin DELLER. G. H. LIVESEY. 


ELIZABETH HALDANE. 


April 3rd. 





BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS: THE SPAHLINGER 
VACCINE 

In the Ulster House of Commons, on March 
22nd, Dr. J. C. Wilson asked the Minister of 
Agriculture whether: any report had been pub- 
lished regarding the treatment of tuberculosis in 
caltle by means of the Spahlinger method, and, if 
not, when a report might be expected. 

The Minister of Agriculture (Sir Basil Brooke) 
replied, “ As was stated in an answer to a ques- 
tion on April 27th last, a preliminary report on 
the experiments which are being carried out by 
the Ministry’s Veterinary Research Division with 
the Spahlinger Bovine Anti-Tuberculosis Vaccine 
was published in The Veterinary Record for 
January, 1932. The work is still in progress, and 
I shall not be in a position to issue a further 
report before the end of the vear. 

“In order to prevent any misunderstanding 
and in view of the wording of the question, I 
think it is desirable for me to emphasise that the 
experiments do not deal with the treatment of 
tuberculosis, but with the immunising efficacy of 
Spahlinger’s vaccine.” 


Cc 
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R.C.V.S. LIBRARY ENDOWMENT 
FUND 


The professional library at 10, Red Lion 
Square, was, as all our readers know, refur- 
nished and refitted some few years ago by the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, with the help of a War Memorial Fund. 
It was, at the same time, created an adjunct to 
the National Central Library, so that its special 
resources are rendered available for all students 
in the British Isles. The demands on the 
library have grown to such an extent that it has 
become essential that an Endowment Fund be 
established to provide a_ sufficient income to 
maintain the necessary library service. The 
cost of such a service is beyond the resources of 
the College, and an appeal for subscriptions has. 
therefore, been issued to the public. As will be 
seen in another column, the powerful influence 
of The Times has been enlisted in launching the 
appeal, and from the list of signatories to the 
letter of commendation of the appeal it is clear 
that the project has the sympathetic interest of 
a wide circle of eminent people. 

We commend the appeal to our readers, for 
we are convinced that in the College Library the 
profession possesses an instrument of incal- 
culable value for the advancement of veterinary 
science. Already the library has established 
itself as the most comprehensive veterinary 
library in the country. Every text-book of 
importance is to be found on its shelves, but its 
special claim to pre-eminence is the fact that 
it contains complete sets of certain British and 
foreign veterinary journals which cannot be 
found elsewhere. This good fortune we owe, in 
the first place, to such men as the Fields of 
Oxford Street, who gave their own collection of 
early literature, and to Dr. George Fleming, who, 
as Editor of The Veterinary Journal collected a 
large number of volumes of foreign periodicals 
and towards the end of his life gave them to the 
College. But it is to the Library Committee of 
the College that its present position of excellence 
is due. With very scanty resources at their dis- 
posal they have carefully nursed the growth of 
the library; sets of periodicals to complete gaps 
in the series have been secured at small cost; 
gifts of books have been encouraged, and so 
gradually and steadily the library has gone on 
increasing in importance and in reputation, The 
present appeal for an Endowment Fund should, 
therefore, secure the support of all members who 
take pride in the advancement of the profession. 
Every member of the profession will, directly or 
indirectly. benefit by the creation and main- 
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tenance of an efficient library and the public 
advantages are none the less certain. 

Many members will have among their clients 
or friends one or more whoni it would be easy to 
interest in the scheme, and the suggestion is put 
forward that they should write to such of them 
as might subscribe. sending the letter to the 
Appeal Secretary at 10, Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C.. with the name and address of the person 
to be solicited. The Secretary will then add 
particulars of the library appeal and post the 
letter. In this way the appeal will be brought 
to the notice of a wide circle of possible bene- 
factors. 

We commend the appeal also to our Divisions, 
in the hope that each of them will be able to 
make a small grant to the Endowment Fund. 








Clinical Reports 


PARTIAL PARALYSIS IN THE COW 
G. K. BUCKLER, M.R.c.v.s. 
MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE 


The animal affected was a young Shorthorn 
cow, one that was expected to milk well during 
the next lactation. It appeared that the cow 
had slipped in the shippon earlier in the day, 
and had been unable to rise. The owner had 
managed to get her up a little later on, but 
found that the right hind limb was stretched 
out in a forward direction, and the animal was 
unable to draw it back into its normal position. 
Fearing that the hip or stifle had been dis- 
located, professional aid was sought. The cow 
was seen in the afternoon, when she was found 
down again. With a little help she managed 
to get on to her feet, but the right hind limb 
immediately went in a forward and outward 
direction, causing her to sway and almost fall. 

The limb was carefully examined and no 
evidence of dislocation or fracture could be 
found. There was no indication of pain or 
swelling on palpation, and the limb could be 
freely flexed and extended without causing any 
distress to the animal. Rectal examination 
failed to reveal any fracture or other injury in 
the pelvic region. When given a little help, by 
keeping the limb in its normal position, the cow 
could place some weight on the affected leg, but 
as soon as she was left to herself the limb went 
outward and forward, and could not be adducted. 

The condition was diagnosed as obturator 
paralysis, caused by excessive stretching of the 
obturator nerve when the cow slipped. A 
favourable but guarded prognosis was given. 
As there was not a loose box available, the cow 
in the next standing was taken away, and plenty 
of bedding was spread about the injured animal 
in order to make her comfortable. Instructions 
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were given for her to be Kept us quiet as possible 
and left to herself. 

When seen in three days’ time a great improve- 
ment was noticed. The cow was able to rise 
and stand quite well. There was still a little 
difficulty in adducting the limb if it was drawn 
very far in the outward direction, but the 
animal was able to put plenty of weight on the 
affected leg, and appeared quite normal in her- 
self. She was eating well and did not seem in 
the least degree distressed. 

The paralysis gradually disappeared, and the 
cow made a complete recovery. 

In connection with this case, the possibility 
of paralysis of the anterior crural and sciatic 
nerves had been considered, but owing to the 
fact that the animal was able to flex the stifle 
and the lower joints, and also that the limb did 
not swing under the body, these conditions were 
ruled out. The adductor muscles of the thigh 
appeared to be the only ones not functioning 
properly, so it was concluded that the obturator 
nerve was the only nerve affected. 


FOREIGN BODY EN ROUTE TO THE 
HEART 


G. S. COWILN, M.R.C.V.S. 
BukoBa, TANGANYIKA TERRITORY 


A needle, 23-in. long, was observed in the 
diaphragm of an ox during meat inspection. The 
ox had been examined before slaughter and had 
appeared perfectly normal. 

The needle had pierced the ventral margin 
of the liver and had pinned it firmly to the 
diaphragm. The point of the needle was pro- 
jecting from the liver towards the reticulum and 
the eye was pointing towards the pericardial 
sac. 

I was unable to find any lesion in the reticulum 
to indicate where the needle had passed through. 
and there was no abscess of the liver. 














INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST 
TUBERCULOSIS 


The Ninth Conference of the International 
Union againsi Tuberculosis (Secretary-General 
Professor Léon Bernard) will meet in Warsaw 
on September 4th, sdth and_ 6th, = 1934, 
under the high patronage of H.E. the Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Poland and under 
the chairmanshi of Professor Pieztrzynski, 
President-elect of the International Union. The 
discussion will be limited to three main subjects: 
Biological Subject: “ Biological Variations of the 
Tubercle Virus.” Opening report by Professor 
Karwacki (Poland). Clinical subject: “ Tuber- 
culosis of the Bones and Joints; Treatment, 
Medical and Surgical.” Opening report by 
Professor Putti (Italy). Social subject: “ The 
Use and Organisation of Tuberculosis Dispen- 
saries.”” Opening report by Professor Léon 


Bernard (France). 
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[The Diagnosis of Bacterium abortus ovis 
Infection by Agglutination. Bosworth, T. J. 
(1933-34.) Third Rept., Director Inst. Anim. 
Path. Univ, Camb., 19. ] 


Since Bact. abortus ovis is closely related anti- 
genically to various other members of the 
Salmonella group care must be exercised in 
accepting the results of the agglutination test as 
evidence of the existence of infection by that 
organism. With a view to reducing the chances 
of error in this connection a qualitative estima- 
tion has been made of the agglutinins present in 
the blood of a series of normal and affected 
animals. It was found that while “O” and 
“H” (type phase) agglutinins for Bact. abortus 
ovis were present in small amounts in the blood 
of a fairly high percentage of normal sheep, in 
animals which had recently aborted the titre for 
both types of agglutinins lay between 1/80 and 
1/1,280 and remained at a considerably higher 
level than the normal average after an interval 
of six months. It would appear that the pre- 
sence of both “O” and “H” agglutinins at a 
titre of 1/80 and 1/160 respectively is consistent 
with a fairly recent infection with Bact. abortus 
ovis. Preliminary tests have shewn that it may 
be possible, in some cases at least, to demonstrate 
the presence of agglutinins for a specific anti- 
genic component of the organism in the group 
phase. 

1. 3.3. 


* od * * * 


(Trans. title.) 


|Pulmonary Lithiasis in Sheep. 
(1933.) 


BERTRAND, I., CARRE, H., and Lucam, F. 
Bull. de l Acad. Vét, 6, 9, 409-417. ] 


According to the authors, pulmonary lithiasis 
uppears not to have been previously recorded in 
animals, though well-known in the human sub- 
ject. * 

The cases here recorded occurred in sheep, all 
of which appear to have been affected with para- 
sitic bronchitis or pneumonia due to Syntheto- 
caulus rufescens. 

The calculi were detected .by shaking up 
bronchial mucus in formolised water, the calculi 
settling in the bottom of the tube. The largest 
specimens were the size of a pin’s head. 

In man the calculi are said sometimes to be 
deposited around tubercle bacilli and the 
writers suspected that in sheep the nidus might 
be formed by the eggs or embryos of Syntheto- 
cawlus, but numerous examinations failed to con- 
firm this suspicion, 

Two micro-photographs shew the appearance 
of the calculi in the lung tissue. 

J. 8. 
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[Some Observations on Trichostrongylosis of 
Young Sheep. Epaar, G. (1933.) Aust. 

Vel. J., 9, 4, 149-154.) * 

Edgar carried out a survey of the helminths of 
sheep in New South Wales and found that the 
smaller Trichostrongyles often cause very 
serious damage and even death. A marked loss 
in weight follows a heavy infection with these 
small worms but a rapidly developing anemia 
is not a feature as it is in hemonchosis. There 
were indications of an immunity when the sheep 


were about a year old. 
D. O. M. 
a as a: % * 
[Observations on the Treatment of Tricho- 
strongylosis in Young Sheep.  BEeELScHNer, 
H. G., and EpGar, G.  (1933.) Aust. Vet. J., 
9, 4, 138-149." * 


Belschner and Edgar carried out experiments 
on the effect of copper sulphate and mustard, 
and earbon tetrachloride as anthelmintics 
against the smaller Trichostrongyles of sheep. 
These drugs were found to be without demon- 
strable effect on the parasites and emphasis is 
consequently placed on the value of good hus- 
bandry and adequate nutrition rather than on 
treatment for controlling these worms. 

I>. O. M. 
[General Anesthesia by the Intravenous Injec- 
tion of Sodium Evipan. (Trans. title.) VELu, 

H., and Zorrner, G. (1933.) Bull. de VAcad. 

Vét., 6, 9, 407-409. 

In man the intravenous injection of a 10 per 
cent. solution of sodium evipan has given excel- 
lent results and anesthesia lasts from 20 to 30 
minutes, the patient recovering consciousness 
rapidly. 

The injection should be made very slowly 
over a period of 60 to 90 seconds: unconscious- 
ness supervenes immediately. Respiration and 
pulse are not affeeted and the method is con- 
sidered as without danger and inoffensive. 

The dosage is variable in man, ranging froni 
0-9-1°6 egr. per kilo. For eats the dose is 2°6 egr. 
per kilo, the toxic dose being from 10-11 egr. per 
kilo, 

Three experiments were undertaken on horses ; 
with a dose of 1:14 cgr. per kilo, a healthy horse 
was brought to the threshold of narcosis; with a 
dose of 2:1 egr. per kilo. perfect anesthesia 
resulted for more than 25 minutes and with 3:3 
cer. per kilo. in a weakly subject suffering from 
trypanosomiasis, toxic symptoms were shewn 
though recovery was complete in one hour. In 
the dog 2 cgr. per kilo. provoked a narcosis of 
ten minutes’ duration, sufficient for a minor 
operation, and 4:16 egr, per kilo, gave perfect 
anesthesia for 18 minutes. 


- *(Contributed by the Imperial Bureau of 
Agricultural Parasitology.) 
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An accidental dose of 5°55 egr. per kilo, 
resulted in. anzesthesia for more than an hour 
and a half, and the dog appeared none the worse 
for the prolonged narcosis, 

J. 3. 


[The Cultivation of Infective Nematode Larve 
on Cultures of Bacillus coli.  Lapace, G. 
(1982-33.) Third Rep. Director. Inst. Anim. 
Path. Camb., 237.) 

This paper describes the cultivation, on cul- 
tures of B. coli, of all the free-living larval stages 
of Graphidium strigosum and Trichostrongylus 
retorteformis from the rabbit and of Hemounchus 
contortus and species of Trichostrongylus, 
Ostertagia and Chabertia from sheep. 

The method described resembles that intro- 
duced by MeCoy, but the author’s strain of 
B. colt was obtained from the intestine of the 
first parasitic stages of larvie of the species used, 
after these had been artificially exsheathed and 
sterilised by the author’s method. It is sug- 
gested that normally these larve feed on B. coli 
and actually digest only living bacteria. 

This, and other evidence adduced, shows that 
nematode larvie can ingest bacteria from feces 
or artificial cultures and retain them until the 
infective laryvie exsheath. It is inferred that 
nematode larvie may thus inoculate living 
bacteria directly into the host’s tissues. This 
is discussed in relation to the work of others 
who have’ introduced  pathogenie bacteria 
together with, but not inside, infective larve. 

G. L. 
* % % si * 

| Anthrax Infection by the Mammary Route. 
(Trans. title.) StTyL1aANopouLos. (1933.) Bull, 
de Acad. Vét., 6, 10, 431-433.) 


The writer subjected three ewes to inoculation 
via the teat canal with from 2-3 ¢.c, of 48 hour 
cultures of the anthrax bacillus. <A catarrhal 
mastitis was produced and for some days the 
bacilli were excreted in the milk, in the eneap- 
suled form. The organisms appeared to remain 
localised in the udder and did not enter the 
general circulation although a general immunity 
Was subsequently shewn to exist as the anima's 
resisted the subcutaneous inoculation of virulent 
cultures, 

J.S. 


* * a * * 


[Sa:stcoma of the Face in a Zebra. (Trans title.) 
UrsaIn, A., and BuLurer, P. (1933.) Bull. de 
Acad. Veéet., 6, 10, 433. 1 photograph.’ 

An eight-year-old zebra (Zebra Hartmannae 
Matschi) had for 15 months been seen to carry a 
small-nut-sized, wart-like growth at the left com- 
missure of the lips. This was removed by 
operation but reappeared in several months as a 
larger and less circumscribed growth. Ablation 
was again attempted but in two months’ time a 
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Report 


Report for the 
London: H.M. 


|Medical Research Couneil. 

year 19382-1933. pp. 161. 

Stationery Office, 2s. 6d. net. ] 

As in previous years, the Annual Report of the 
Medical Research Council provides an outline of 
the numerous investigations which have been 
undertaken under its «gis; in addition, an oppor- 
tunity is taken of reviewing the developments 
which have occurred in the field of research 
since the inception of the Medical Research Com- 
mittee in 1913. It is pointed out that during the 
past 20 years, the problems of medical research 
have altered in several respects. Some diseases, 
such as chlorosis, and epidemic diarrhcea and 
vomiting of young children, have become 
relatively rare, whilst others, as a result of 
improvements in hygienic conditions and the 
standard of living, have a much _ reduced 
incidence. Scientific investigations into such 
conditions as tuberculosis, rickets, diabetes, oral 
sepsis, ete., have yielded knowledge which 
permits improved control of these conditions 
while effective means of treatment have been 
discovered. Under the latter heading it may be 
noted that insulin has been found to be effective 
in diabetes mellitus, bismuth in syphilis. 
quinidine in auricular fibrillation, adrenaline and 
ephedrine in spasmodic asthma, extract of the 
posterior pituitary body in diabetes insipidus, 
tannic acid in burns, antimony in bilharziasis 
and kala-azar, parathormone in tetany, thyroxin 
in myxcedema, and suprarenal cortieal extract 
in Addison's disease. 

During the current year it is reported that 
amongst the investigations which have been 
carried out at the National Institute for Medical 
Research, the problem of human influenza has 
been attacked from a fresh angle. It has been 
demonstrated by Drs. Laidlaw, Andrewes and 
Wilson Smith that an infective agent from 
filtered nasal washings of human patients, is 
transmissible to the ferret. The nature of the 
experimental disease is being studied and com- 
pared with the virus of “swine influenza ” 
studied by Shope and other workers in America. 

The work on the determination of the size 


of the particles of different viruses by filtration 


through graded collodion membranes has been 
continued. Of particular interest are Mr. 
Galloway’s findings that the viruses of vesicular 


still greater re-extension had occurred. Sections 
of a small portion shewed the appearance of a 
spindle-celled sarcoma and so the animal was 
destroyed. At autopsy a cervical adenitis was 
found which on histological examination shewed 
spindle-shaped sarcomatous cells. No other 


metastases were found. 
a a 





No. 15. Vou. xiv. 403 


Stumatitis and foot-and-mouth disease can be 
readily separated by filtration: the infective 
particles of the former are between 70 and 
100 mu, whereas those of the latter have a size 
vf approximately 10 mu. The propagation of 
Viruses in artificial culture has been further 
advanced by the use of the chorio-allantoie mem- 
brane of the developing chick, as suggested by 
Goodpasture. Dr, Burnet has succeeded in 
growing the viruses of herpes, fowl-pox, fowl- 
pest and infectious laryngotracheitis of chickens 
by this method. 

In addition to a comprehensive survey of the 
chemistry of the tubercle bacillus, Drs. Gough 
and Laidlaw are investigating the constituents 
of M. phlei which are responsible for aiding the 
growth of the bacillus of Johne’s disease. Mr. 
Dunkin has also continued his experiments on 
“johnin” and has elaborated an improved 
synthetic product which should prove of con- 
siderable value since it almost entirely eliminates 
non-specific reactions due to foreign proteins. 

Under the heading of ‘* Milk: Bovine Tuber- 
culosis aud Human Health,” the Report 
states :- 

“ Investigators of the problems of nutrition are 
agreed that a grealer consumption of milk is the 
most desirable of all dietetic developments from 
the point of view of increased good health of the 
community. The consumption of milk is notori- 
ously low in Great Britain, and no effort should be 
spared to increase the daily intake of the com- 
modity. Part of the reason for low consumption 
is economic, and with this the Council can have 
no direct concern. Another influence against the 
use of milk lies, however, in the question of its 
being infected by pathogenic micro-organisms, 
and this comes clearly within their province. 

“ The Council have thus of necessity been much 
concerned with the promotion of researches into 
diseases of cattle, and particularly tuberculosis, 
because of the practical importance of these in 
relation to human health. They have, moreover. 
always recognised that there is no fundamental 
distinction between the study of disease in man 
and disease in animals. In the past, also, they 
have at times found it expedient io undertake 
investigations of a kind that might now fall more 
appropriately within the scientific purview of the 
Agriculiural Research Council. aie . More recently 
the part that the Couneil have taken in work in 
this field has been made possible largely through 
their having available a special fund for research 
in tuberculosis. ... [It has aided many items 
of work on this disease, additional tg the previous 
programme of the Council, but it has in particular 
supported two important, and necessarily costly, 
investigations of the disease in cattle. . . . On the 
one hand, further trial has been made of methods 
for the immunisation of animals against tuber- 
culous infection. This work has been done in 
the Departmeni of Comparative Pathology at 
Cambridge, by Professor J. B. Buxton and Dr. 
A. Stanley Griffith, the Council providing the ser- 
vices of the latter and coniributing half the 
expenses from their special fund. At present no 
method of giving cattle complete and lasting 
immunity against tuberculosis is known, although 
it has for long been possible ito produce some 
degree of temporarily increased resistance. 
The aim of the experiments which are now in 
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progress is to find methods which will have 
greater practical utility. 

“In another direction, a large-scale experiment 
promoted by the Council has lately been com- 
pleted, and the results form the subject of a 
report which they have just published, by Dr. L. 
Jordan, of the Hannah Dairy Research Institute. 
Here the general scheme was to select a definite 
area in the south-west of Scotland, to secure the 
co-operation of dairy farmers resident therein, 
and to provide these farmers with free tuberculin 
testing and free expert advice, on the under- 
standing that they would attempt to eradicate 
tuberculosis from their herds by isolation 
methods. The object was to determine how far 
eradication might be achieved with these rela- 
tively small material incentives and with a mini- 
mum of disturbance of ordinary farm routine... . 
The report shows that eradication of tuberculosis 
from heavily infected herds is by no means an 
insoluble problem, and it demonstrates clearly 
that progress in tuberculosis eradication can be 
achieved by providing relatively small 
incentives.” 

[This report was fully reviewed in The 
Veterinary Record (1933), 13, 1355.) 


Reference is also made to another investiga- 
tion into the extent of tuberculous infection in 
different kinds of milk in certain areas of 
Scotland. It was found that in four cities 
(Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee and Aberdeen) 
10 per cent. of raw milks from churns were 
infected whereas the incidence in tank milk was 
considerably higher. Subsequent heat treat- 
ment reduced the incidence of infection while 
certified and Grade A (T.T.) milks were found 
to be safe with only rare exceptions. The 
importance of infection with the bovine organism 
is still further stressed in the light of the most 
recent work of Dr. Stanley Griffith. He esti- 
mates that at least 5 per cent. of all tuber- 
culosis in man is due to this type; moreover, 
further investigation has revealed an increasing 
number of cases of pulmonary tuberculosis 
caused by bovine bacilli. 

The Council have continued their clinical 
examination into certain new remedies which 
appear to be of value. These trials are con- 
ducted only on products of which the exact gom- 
position and method of preparation are disclosed 
und which also satisfy their requirements in 
respect of laboratory evidence of their efficacy. 
So far, 20 new remedies have been examined, 
and the following have proved of value: 
ergotoxine ethane-sulphonate, which has a high 
efficacy in provoking uterine contraction; 
digoxin and digitalinum verum which are both 
useful in the rapid treatment of heart failure ; 
and calciferol, the crystalline form of vitamin D. 
Several new anesthetics have also been subjected 
to investigation. An enquiry into the effects of 
general anesthetics on the kidneys has been 
made, with special reference to avertin. Clini- 
eal trials of sodium evipan have also been 
arranged, 

Under the heading of “ Work upon Biological 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Reports 


LANCASHIRE VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION* 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

The Annual General Meeting of the Lancashire 
Veterinary Medica! Association was held in the 
Department of Veterinary Pathology, Liverpool 
University, 42 and 44, Bedford Street North, on 
Tuesday, February 27th, 1934, at 3.30 p.m. 

Mr. 'T. Wilson, M.R.c.v.s., occupied the chair, 
and there were also present Mr. J. Holroyd, 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M, (VICT.), (the President-elect), 
Professor S, H. Gaiger (Vice-President), Messrs. 
G. O. Davies, H. Burrow, FE. A. Comer, A. B. 
Kerr, H. H. Aldred, D. Lloyd-Jones, K. D. 
Downham, H. D. Heggarty,T. G. Millington, H. T. 
Matthews, J. O. Powley, J. H. White, G. H. 
Locke, G. Mayall, A. H, Leyland, H. Sumner, 
Junr.; W. Fowle, W. Woods, G. C. Webster, E. J. 
Burndred, A. W. Noel Pillers and A. L. Mullen 
(Hon. Secretary). Messrs. H. P. Blackie and 
EK. Berry were present as visitors. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs, H. G. Hewetson, H. R. Hewetson, 
R. Hughes, R. H, Oddy, W. Tweed, R. C. Locke 
(Vice-President) and R. S. White. 

The minutes of the last Annual Meeting, 
having been published in The Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read. 

Correspondence, — (1) From Mr. H. S&S. 
Caldwell, M.R.C.V.s., D.V.S.M, (viIcT.), Neweastle- 
under-Lyme, tendering his resignation from the 
Association owing to change of residence. The 
meeting expressed its regret at losing Mr. Cald- 
well and instructed the Hon, Secretary to write 
and accept his resignation with regret. 

(2) From the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
inviting the Division to appoint a delegate to the 
Annual Congress at Bristol, in July, 1934. It 
was agreed that, as in previous years, a member 
attending in an official capacity be asked to repre- 
sent the Division. 

Twelfth International Veterinary Congress, New 
York, August, 1934.—It was unanimously 
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Standards,” it is noted that a serum standard 
for the antitoxin against the toxin of Vibrion 
septique and a staphylococcus antitoxin have 
been examined. A large quantity of a 
“standard ” tuberculin is also being prepared. 
The Report is prefaced by a moving tribute to 
Sir Walter Morley Fletcher, who was Secretary 
to the Council since its inception. The Council 
have appointed Professor Edward Mellanby in 
the vacancy thus created. R. E.G. 
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resolved that the sum of five guineas be donated 
by this Division to the fund for providing assist- 
ance to representatives attending the Congress. 

R.S.P.C.A. Hospital in Liverpool.—Mr. H. 
Sumner, Junr., M.R.C.V.S., Was appointed as a 
representative of the L.V.M.A., to attend a 
round-table conference to be held, on the occasion 
of the N.V.M.A. Council Meeting in April, in con- 
nection with this subject. 

Hon. Treasurer’s Report and Financial State- 
ment.—Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers presented his 
annual statement regarding the financial 
position of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
Association. Mr. J. O. PowLey, moving the 
adoption of the report and statement of accounts, 
stated that the Association was very grateful to 
Mr. Pillers for the way in which he carried out 
the duties of Treasurer. Mr. G. H. LOocKE 
seconded and the proposition was carried with 
acclamation. 

HON, SECRETARY’S REPORT 

The Hon. Secretary presented his report for 
the year, in the following terms :— 

“T have the honour to present the following 
report covering the period of the Annual General 
Meeting of 1933 to that of 1954. 

“There have been three general meetings, two 
special meetings and a summer meeting. The 
following papers, demonstrations and subjects 
were presented at these meetings :— 

1. Discussion on Mr. T. Wilson’s Presidential 


Address. Opener of discussion, Lieut.- 
Colonel J. W.. Brittlebank,  c.M.c., 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M,. 


no 


Demonstration and operations at the 
summer meeting. . 
3. Every-day Surgery in Small Animal 
Practice, by Professor J. G. Wright, 
F.R.C.V.S., of the London College. 

4. Discussion on a scheme to initiate assist- 
ance in clinical work. Openers of dis- 
cussion, Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, F.R.C.v.sS., 
D.v.S.M., Liverpool, and Mr. E. H. 
Curbishley, M.R.c.v.s., Alderley Edge. 

5. Two special meetings to consider the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report of the 
Reorganisation Commission for Milk. 

“The average attendance at these meetings 


was 28, a distinct improvement over the previous - | 


year. The increase was largely due to the 
political significance of the special meeting in 
May, and discussion on the Presidential Address, 
which drew members who do not ordinarily 
attend our meetings. 

“The summer meeting was an unqualified 
success from the point of view of weather, venue 
and social amenities. The meeting attracted 
visitors, who expressed their appreciation in 
letters to the Hon. Secretary. The attendance 
constituted a record for meetings of this descrip- 
tion. I would like to record my appreciation of 
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the services rendered by Mr. F. J. Edwards, of 
Chester, for his co-operation in arranging the 
meeting, and also to those members who took 
part in the programme. 

“ Proceedings of Council—Four ordinary 
meetings and one special council meeting were 
held during the year. All, with one exception, 
were held in Manchester. The average attend- 
ance at Council meetings is eleven, a_ slight 
improvement over the previous year. 

“The sub-committee appointed to deal with 
the revision of the rules completed the work, and 
it Was submitted to Council in April, 1933. The 
draft has now been completed and revised by 
Council and will be submitted to the Association 
at an early meeting in 1934. 

“Other matters dealt with have been with 
regard to the fees paid for distemper immunisa- 
tion, fees for accident cases in connection with 
the R.S.P.C.A., and correspondence relating to 
the erection of a hospital and clinic run in con- 
junction with the R.S.P.C.A. in Liverpool. 

‘“* Deaths.—Messrs. R. Hopps, M.R.c.v.s., Liver- 
pool, A. M. Michaelis (Hon. Associate), and W. 
Ackroyd, M.R.c.v.s., Halifax. 

* Resignations.—Messrs J. Norbury, Knuts- 
ford; A. D. Minor, Manchester; H. S. Cald- 
well, Newcastle-under-Lyme, and G._ Ellis, 
Glossop. 

*“ Election of New Members.—Messrs. E. A. 
Comer, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (vicT.), Chester; T. D. 
Lioyd-Jones, M.R.C.V.S., D.v.S.M., Chester, and 
E. P. Shallcross, M.R.c.v.s., Lathom. 

“ General,—_A_ sub-committee of the Associa- 
tion has been appointed to consider the question 
of purchasing instruments, apparatus, appli- 
ances, ete., for loaning to members of the 
Association. 

“The Secretary would like to remind members 
that the exhibition, demonstration and reporting 
of interesting clinical specimens and cases is 
invited and welcomed at all meetings of the 
Association. 

A. L. MULLEN.” 


Presidentiaf Address 


The Presipent (Mr. J. Holroyd) now gave his 
address from the Chair, in the following 
terms: 

1 should be very remiss if I did nat, on occupy- 
ing this chair for the first time, express to you 
my sincere thanks for electing me President of 
this Association, an Association which, in the 
past, has held high tradition in the history of the 
Veterinary Profession, and which can in the 
future uphold these traditions if every member 
will give it his active support. I need hardly 
enumerate the names of many eminent members 
of this Association who have held the high 
honour of being President of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. This year not only 
have we (the L.V.M.A.) filled the position of 
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President, but we have also filled one of the Vice- 
Presidential chairs. An Association which can 
find two men in one year to fill such important 
positions in our profession has something to be 
proud of and something to live up to. (Hear, 
hear.) 

I feel that a very great responsibility rests not 
only on my shoulders, but on the shoulders of 
those who ventured to suggest that | should, 
after a lapse of only seven years, again occupy 
this Presidential Chair. I can only say that I 
will do my best to carry on the work of this 
Association and this I shall only be able to do 
if I have the support of every individual member. 

One of the earliest troubles of a President is 
that he has to prepare an address for delivery 
at this annual meeting. All other work con- 
nected with the Presidential Chair is child’s play 
compared with the preparation of an address 
suitable for this occasion such as this. Being a 
general practitioner I had once thought of 
addressing you purely from the general practi- 
tioner’s point of view, but on second considera- 
tion have taken the usual theme of * Retrospect 
and Prospect,” so as to bring in not only the 
general practitioner, but also the whole-time 
official, whether he be a county or municipal 
officer, a research worker or an advisory officer. 
As you are well aware, this Association com- 
prises men who are occupied in all these various 
branches of the profession and to single out one 
branch would, at the least, be bad taste on my 
part. 

Up to the end of 1931, the number of new 
graduates to the profession was fairly constant, 
but since then the number has greatly increased, 
and one can anticipate that for the next three or 
four years, at any rate, this increased figure 
will be maintained. The chief reason for this 
increase is, I think, “* trade depression.” Young 
fellows and boys just leaving school have not 
the same openings in the world of commerce as 
they had a few years ago, and in joining our 
ranks they have at least a profession in their 
hands. Another factor in this increase is the 
advent of the female sex into the profession,’ A 
few years ago there was a large number of girls 
entering upon their professional career, but I 
think the peak point has now been passed, and it 
is good to see that the proportion of males to 
females is more in line with the requirements of 
the profession. Despite what has been said to 
the contrary, I feel that the sphere of usefulness 
of lady members is limited, and limited within 
fairly narrow margins. 

To keep the profession in a healthy and 
flourishing state we must find work for all its 
members, otherwise decay will soon set in. It 
behoves every member of this profession to see 
that the profession is kept, not only alive, but in 
a healthy condition. 

In my short life (25 years) as a member of the 
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veterinary profession great chunges have taken 
place in the nature of the work one is called upon 
to do and in the methods in which that work is 
done. The greatest of all changes is, of course, 
consequential on the exit of the horse from our 
town and city streets and the institution of the 
motor-car, but the advent of the motor-car is 
not without benefit to a large number of veter- 
inary surgeons, including general practitioners, 
county officers, Ministry of Agriculture and 
advisory officers. With the use of the motor-car 
the general practitioner can travel greater dis- 
tances and reach his patients in much quicker 
time than formerly, which fact is not only of 
inestimable benefit to the patient but creates a 
geod impression with the owner, Had it not been 
for the mnotor-car the county veterinary services 
could never have developed, for it would have 
been impossible for the veterinary officers to have 
travelled the distances required of thei. 

Canine and feline practice has grown at a 
much greater rate than that at which equine 
practice has declined during the past ten years, 
and affords quite a good living for a large 
number of veterinary surgeons. During quite 
recent years greyhound racing has added con- 
siderable remuneration to canine practice. I 
believe there are 30,000 dogs registered with the 
National Racing Greyhound Association, and 
these alone must, at one time or another, require 
veterinary attention. 

Poultry diseases have had some prominence 
during the past year, and the general practi- 
tioner has been blamed for allowing a proportion 
of this work to get into the hands of laymen, 
such as poultry instructors, ete. Most of the 
fault-tinding has come from others than the 
general practitioner, and it rather makes one 
wonder if those complaining would have done 
differently had they been general practitioners. 
The control of poultry diseases is a potentially 
great sphere of work for the veterinary profes- 
sion, but IT am convinced that the general 
practitioner is not the man for that work. The 
study of poultry diseases is comparatively new 
and one can hardly expect some of the older 
practitioners to be proficient in this branch of 
our work without some period of training at 
one of the veterinary schools or other labora- 
tories. It is an ideal sphere of work for the 
employment of many of our lady graduates, but 
they will have to be employed or subsidised by 
some central body or agricultural organisation. 
They will never be able to make a living wage. 
let alone earn professional fees, out of individual 
clients. 

Our Colonial Services have not = greatly 
increased their veterinary staffs during the past 
20 years. This is to be regretted. On reading 
reports from Colonial Veterinary Officers one is 
struck by the almost invariable complaint that 
owing to the small staff at their disposal much 
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effective work has to be left undone. In view 
of the vast numbers of animals, chiefly cattle 
and sheep, in these Colonies and the good work 
that is already being accomplished by skeleton 
staffs, one hopes that the Government bodies 
concerned will early realise the importance of 
adequate numbers of veterinary officers and 
find much employment for many members of our 
College, 

In the five years’ course of instruction, more 
detailed attention is given to such subjects as 
Biochemistry, Embryology and Parasitology (to 
mention a few) and with this increased training 
one looks forward to the time when members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons will 
fill such posts as those of Veterinary Bio- 
chemist, Veterinary Parasitologist and Veter- 
inary Pathologist—posts which in the past have 
usually been filled by non-members of our pro- 
fession. 

Last, but not least, I must mention the many 
openings that have been created for veterinary 
surgeons in the Public Health Services, 
especially since the coming into force of the 
Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act of 1915. 
Prior to the passing of this Act the number of 
veterinary surgeons employed by Municipal and 
County Authorities was comparatively small— 
too small, in fact—but now the position is fast 
becoming the reverse. Since the issue of the 
Report of the Reorganisation Commission for 
Milk, County Authorities seem to have suddenly 
decided that they must have a large number of 
whole-time Veterinary Officers, and they are 
being helped to come to this decision by certain 
members of our own profession. Local Authori- 
ties and others seem to have lost sight of the 
paragraph in this report which says “as and 
when the supply of qualified veterinary surgeons 
is adequate.” This supply, twelve months after 
the issue of the report, cannot already be 
adequate: it must of necessity be many years 
before the supply, both in numbers and in 
quality, can be considered adequate to supply 
the demands of this Commission without 
seriously depleting the supply of veterinary sur- 
geons which the animal-owning public have a 
right to expect, and the provision of which is a 


duty with which the Royal College of Veterinary - 


Surgeons is charged. Already many good 
practitioners have joined the ranks of the 
County Veterinary Service—this loss of proved 
clinicians is bound to be felt by stock-owners. 
The Public Health Services require men of 
experience. Most things, now-a-days, can be 


got for nothing, but experience is not one of 
them. So far as I know, the only way to gain 
experience in Veterinary Science is to spend 
some considerable time with general practitioners, 
both before and after graduation. In the five 
years’ course the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons has made provision for some small 
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amount of experience being required of a student 
before he or she presents himself or herself for 
the final examination. Even with this, new 
graduates (unless they have been brought up in 
the profession) will not have the experience 
necessary either for general practice or whole- 
time Municipal or County appointments. 

Many Chief Veterinary Officers have 
expressed the opinion that their best assistants 
are those who have spent some considerable time 
in practice, and therefore, it appears that 
general practice can be considered good training 
ground even for whole-time appointments. 

Municipal and County appointments offer a 
very attractive proposition to our new graduates 
both as regards hours of labour and emoluments 
and will, I am sure, find employment for a large 
number of our members. 

Unfortunately, | cannot yet see that all these 
new appointinents will be nett gains to the pro- 
fession. There is no doubt that these whole- 
time officers are taking a considerable amount 
of work from the general practitioner—work 
which has been done by them from the time the 
first Diseases of Animals Act came into opera- 
tion and work which has been carried on with 
credit to the general practitioner and to the 
benefit of the Country. Is there, therefore, any 
wonder that we part-time inspectors under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts feel hurt when we lose 
the work through no fault of our own? There 
must be hundreds of part-time Inspectors 
throughout England and Wales who will feel 
the loss of this work very acutely. At a time 
when one hears so much about raising the status 
of the profession this financial loss cannot help 
but have a very deleterious effect on these who 
are doing all they can to raise the status of the 
profession. 

Personally I think a lot of the ill-feeling which 
apparently exists in some quarters between part- 
time inspectors and whole-time officials would 
never have arisen had the whole-time man kept 
strictly to what was intended in the first place, 
namely, the periodical * examination of cows 
under the Milk and Dairies Act, and not en- 
croached on work which is legitimately the work 
of the general practitioner. I might say that 
if this work (the examination of cows) alone is 
carried out as it ought to be there is yet no 
county in England which can be considered to 
be efficiently staffed, large as the staffs are in 
some counties. 

As a consequence of this loss of work it is 
already a fact that many practices have closed 
down and, as the whole-time service develops, 
more and more country practices will pass out 
of existence, which cannot but be detrimental 
to the stock-owner and a loss to the profession. 
And further, there will not be the same number 
of assistants required by the part-time inspec- 
tors. I have already pointed out the necessity 
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for experience and if there are fewer facilities 
for gaining experience it is sure ultimately to 
reflect not only on the efficiency of the practi- 
tioner but on the efficiency of the whole-time 
man. 

I do not intend to discuss the merits of a 
whole-time Veterinary Service versus a_ part- 
time one. Considerable attempts have been 
made on previous occasions to thrash this out, 
and I think it is correct to say of this, that 
there are two sides to every question—the wrong 
side and our side. 

In spite of all these setsback to general prac- 
tice (decline of the horse, free animal clinics, 
whole-time officials, advisory officers, ete.) I still 
have faith in the future. There is still work for 
the general practitioner to do, and there are 
many unexplored and undeveloped fields for his 
activities, but in order to develop these, we, 
general practitioners, must see that our house 
is in order. “The best way to assure to- 
morrow’s market is to make to-day’s quality 
absolutely dependable.” I have not the time to 
go into details as to how we can supply the 
quality which is demanded of our services at the 
present time, but one of the main factors is to 
keep up-to-date, not only in methods of diagnosis 
and treatment, but also in what I might term 
the commercial side of our profession. Like all 
other professional men I think we have in the 
past been too lax in the management of our 
affairs other than those of a strictly veterinary 
nature. Knowledge progresses and if we per- 
sistently decline to move ahead with tide and 
time we must accept the alternative of drop- 
ping rapidly astern, 

Turning now from the individual, let us con- 
sider our position as an Association. When I 
joined this Association, 23 years ago, the meet- 
ings seemed to be very well attended, 30 or 40 
members always being present, and quite a large 
number were regular attenders. It appeared 
to me that these men looked forward to the 
meetings and found pleasure and gained know- 
ledge in discussing veterinary questions. I was 
so impressed with their regular attendance that 
T thought if it was to the advantage of these 
men, men of wide experience and knowledge, to 
be always present it would be of inestimable 
benefit to me, a youngster, regularly to attend, 
and up to the present I can honestly say that the 
time I have spent at the meetings of the 
Lancashire has not been wasted. By attending 
the meetings one hears fresh ideas and new argu- 
ments and if we put these new ideas into prac- 
tice we shall soon find out the good from the 
bad. Arguments may establish right ideas, but 
it is putting the ideas into action that counts, 

During recent years the attendances at our 
meetings cannot be described as other than 
meagre. The cause, unfortunately, cannot be 
easily ascertained. The change seemed to 
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follow the period of the War when it was impos- 
sible to carry on our usual programme, but now 
that things are becoming more normal, though 
altered in many aspects, one feels that every 
member ought to make special efforts to attend 
the meetings and so restore the Association to 
its pre-War eminence and prosperity. I am 
not suggesting that this Division is any worse 
than other Divisions of the “ National ” in this 
respect, for there appears to be a general lack of 
interest shown by veterinary surgeons, once they 
become veterinary surgeons, in anything apper- 
taining to their own welfare or the welfare of 
the profession as a whole. Your Council are 
only too anxious to do anything to meet the 
wishes of the majority of the members, and any 
suggestions from them will not only be wel- 
comed, but will receive very careful considera- 
tion. During the past few years we have held 
very successful summer meetings in Cheshire; 
this year the summer meeting is to be held in 
Southport, and although details are not yet 
decided on, one innovation will be that, in 
addition to the purely veterinary aspect, pro- 
vision will be made for a social meeting at which 
it is hoped a large number of ladies will be pre- 
sent. To compensate Cheshire for the loss of 
the summer meeting one of the ordinary meet- 
ings will be held at some suitable centre in that 
county. Another innovation a sub-committee is 
considering at the present time is the provision 
of special instruments or appliances for the use 
of members, and one hopes that in time this will 
prove of great benefit to members of this Associa- 
tion. 

Since I wrote these notes I see by the papers 
that the Minister of Agriculture is to recommend 
Government to make a grant of three-quarters 
of a million pounds, spread over three years, 
to the Milk Board for the purpose of improving 
the quality of the milk supply. One ean anti- 
cipate accurately that some considerable amount 
of this money must come into our profession, 
but can one as accurately anticipate that it will 
find its way into the pockets of the general prac- 
titioner or will a new body of whole-time 
veterinary officials under the Milk Board spring 
into being? One hopes that our parent body, 
the ‘‘ National,” will not be caught napping this 
time, as it was when the Reorganisation Com- 
mission for Milk was sitting, and that it will 
be able to secure for the general practitioner 
some considerable amount of work. 

I cannot close without making reference to 
the recently-formed Practitioners’ League and 
to the Association of Whole-time Veterinary 
Officers. When these bodies were first formed I 
must confess that I had some fear that there 
was to be a definite split in our ranks and I 
could see a possibility of this and other divisions 
of the “ National” losing their cosmopolitan 
composition—I use the word “ cosmopolitan ”’ 
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for want of a better word to include as members 
of a Division not only general practitioners but 
also whole-time officers, research workers, ad- 
visory officers, professors; in fact, all who hold 
the diploma of membership of the R.C.V.S._ I 
understand now that so far as the Practitioners’ 
League is concerned there is no intention of 
development along the lines of an Association 
such as this. The League is to function purely 
on political grounds and perhaps this awakening 
of interest by the general practitioner in his pro- 
fession will ultimately show itself in a better 
attendance at the divisional meetings. I hope 
and now believe that the formation of these two 
bodies will in no way tend to separate two im- 
portant branches of the profession, for the pro- 
gress of the profession depends upon its unity. 
We all recognise the importance of the research 
worker acting in full co-operation with the 
general practitioner and it is just as important 
for the whole-time official or Advisory Officer 
to work in co-operation with the general prac- 
titioner. No matter what branch of Veterinary 
Science we take up, let us all work for the benefit 
of the profession and not for’ individual 
branches. This can be accomplished if each of 
us will remember that it is better to “ give” a 
lot and “ take” a little than to “ take” all and 
“give” nothing. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. Woops proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Holroyd for his Presidential 
address. It was, he said, such an address as 
they would expect from Mr. Holroyd—sensible 
and logical. Mr. Holroyd was one of his pupils 
in Manchester and was a credit to the diploma 
which he obtained there. 

Mr. Warwick Fow.Le seconded the vote of 
thanks. 

Mr. J. Hotroyp, in reply, intimated his deep 
gratitude for the remarks passed about him and 
assured the members that he would be only too 
willing to do anything that would benefit the 
Association. 

DEMONSTRATION.—Following Mr, J. Holroyd’s 
Presidential address, the meeting adjourned for 
refreshments and later met in the large labora- 
tory where a display of macroscopic and micro- 
scopic specimens relating to bovine tuberculosis 
was given, 

Mr. G. O. DAVIES, M.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., 
lecturer in Veterinary Pathology, gave 
a brief account of the specimens _ set 
out for demonstration. The material and 
subjects demonstrated included museum 
specimens, microscopic demonstration of 


tubercle bacilli in milk and sputum and 
lesions of tuberculosis in the guinea-pig follow- 
ing the biological test. Considerable interest was 
aroused and questions put to members of the 
staff of the department. 

Mr. J. HoLroyp, proposing the vote of thanks, 
said that a demonstration of this nature was of 
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considerable value to members of the Associa- 
tion. Professor GAIGER, in reply, expressed his 
pleasure at being able to further the interests of 
the Association and his willingness to arrange 
at any time for a similar demonstration or short 
talk on any particular disease. 

A. L. Mutuen, Hon-Secretary. 


* % * ok 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY SOCIETY* 


MEETING AT SOUTHAMPTON 


An interesting meeting of the Society was 
held at the South-Western Hotel, Southampton, 
on Wednesday, February 28th, when Mr. F. H. 
Stainton, F.R.C.v.s., contributed an excellent 
paper on “ Skin Diseases in the Dog and Cat.” 

The President, Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, was in the 
chair, and others present were Miss Cust, Major 
Facer, Major Taylor, Major J. S. Wood, Messrs. 
W. Caudwell, H. Edie, G. N. Gould, C. Pack, 
J.T. Turney and J. B. White (Hon. Secretary) 
with Messrs. J. Aveston and A, E. Roberts as 
visitors. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, as pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record, were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Secretary suggested that before 
proceeding further, he thought they would wish 
to pass a vote of condolence with the President 
and his father in the great loss they sustained 
recently when Mrs, Tutt, Senr., passed away. 
Major J. S. Woop seconded this, and the meet- 
ing signified its assent by rising, 
(CORRESPONDENCE, 

(1) The Hon, Secretary announced — the 
receipt of apologies for absence from Dr. 
Sheather, Messrs. IF’, Beckett, N. S. Barron, 
Kk. R. Harding, G. P. Male and H. C. Rockett. 

(2) He also announced the receipt of a letter 
from the N.V.M.A. concerning Veterinary 
Advisory Officers, angl was able to reply that 
there had been no friction in this Division, 

(8) Letters had also been received from the 
N.V.M.A. and the Royal Sanitary Institute 
asking for the name of any delegate they wished 
to send to the Congress of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute. No member present felt he would be 
able to attend, and it was decided to leave it to 
the Hon, Secretary to cbtain a delegate. 

(4) The question of a donation towards the 
fund to provide financial assistance to British 
delegates going to the International Congress in 
New York, was also discussed, and it was 
eventually decided that it should be left to 
members individually to send their donation to 
the Hon, Secretary, who would forward them 
in the name of the Society. 


; Received for publication March 17th. 
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(5) A letter had been received from the 
Veterinary Practitioners’ League, seeking the 
support of the members for their candidates at 
the forthcoming elections to Council, R.C.V.S. 
The names were read out by the Hon, Secretary, 

Elections and Nominations,—Mr. kK. I. 
Marshall, of Bridport, proposed by the Hon, 
SECRETARY and seconded. by Mr. G. N. Gou cp, 
Was unanimously elected a member. 

Mr. A. E. Roberts was proposed for nomina- 
tion by Major Martin and seconded by the 
PRESIDENT, 

Paper.—Mr. F.. H. Stainton was then invited 
to give his paper on “* Skin Diseases in the Dog 
and Cat.” 

Vole of Thanks.—Following a good discussion 
the PRESIDENT proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr, Stainton for his paper and the frank 
way in which he had replied to questions in the 
discussion, 

This was seconded by the Hon, SECRETARY 
and carried with applause. [Readers are 
directed to the commencement of this issue for 
Mr. Stainton’s paper and a report of the dis- 
cussion.—Eb., V.R.| 

Tea was afterwards partaken of at the kind 
invitation of Messrs. Facer and Gould, to whom 
cordial thanks for their hospitality were offered 
by the Hon, Secretary. 

J. B. Wurre, Hon. Secretary. 





* * * * * 


DERBYSHIRE V.M.A.* 
MEETING AT DERBY 


A meeting of this Division was held at the 
Agricultural Institute, St. Mary’s Gate, Derby, 
on Tuesday, January 9th, 19384, when there 
were present: Major P. Abson (in the chair), 
Messrs. Auchterlonie, Bagshaw, Brook, Eaton, 
Edwardson, Gunning, Steele-Bodger, Torrance, 
Wilkinson and the Hon. Secretary (W. J. 
Ironside). 

An apology for absence was received from 
Mr. W. Tweed, Sheffield. , 

Election—Mr. Edwardson was elected a 
member of the Division, 

Correspondence,—(1) From the Royal Sani- 
tary Institute, inviting the nomination of a dele- 
gate to their Congress at Bristol. Captain 
H. L. Torrance was nominated, and it was 
agreed that the Division defray reasonable 
travelling and subsistence expenses. 

(2) From the N.V.M.A. re _ Veterinary 
Advisory Officers. The President (Major P. 
Abson) undertook to deal with this letter. 

(3) From the N.VM.A., saying that the resolu- 
tion forwarded from the last meeting of the 
Division had been adopted by the Council. 

(4) From the N.V.M.A., concerning the treat- 
ment of sick animals of poor persons, The 


* Received for publication March 21st. 
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PRESIDENT undertook to arrange a meeting of 
the practitioners in Nottingham again to discuss 
the possibility of devising a scheme to provide 
for this, 

Address by the President 

The PRESIDENT now addressed the meeting, 
in the following terms: Firstly, I should like to 
express my thanks to you for electing me to your 
presidential chair. It was with great reluctance 
that I accepted your invitation for I know too 
well how unworthy I am to occupy such a 
position. Now that I have taken on those duties 
I shall endeavour to do my best to further the 
interests of this society, and I know that I shall 
be greatly assisted by those in office and the 
members in general. 

We believe that the economic situation has 
become somewhat relieved, and we all hope that 
this may continue until we get back to the pre- 
war standard, or even excel it, for, after all, the 
financial standing of farmers, tradespeople, ete., 
has great influence on our professional work. 
We hear a great deal about the increase in the 
number of horses, especially in the town— 
personally I have not seen it. The great 
increase seems to be in the numbers of motors, 
both for pleasure and transport purposes, 
especially small runabouts for tradesmen and 
contractors. We hope that a great increase in 
the numbers of horses will come about: that 
increase will have to begin with the breeders, 
as, at present, suitable horses are difficult to 
find. We, to-day, as veterinary surgeons, have 
to depend in our practices somewhat on canine 
work to help make up for the losses in other 
branches, especially in the towns. We should 
endeavour to improve our knowledge and 
general routine in that branch; not only the 
veterinary surgeon in the town but the country 
practitioner also, not leaving it only to those 
who specialise in canine work. This is so 
necessary if we want to keep ahead of 
our unqualified opponents. Our Veterinary 
Societies have done much in the past by practical 
demonstrations in surgery, ete., and I hope that 
in the future we shall have more of such 
demonstrations—they not only improve our 
general knowledge and shew new and different 
ways of technique, but give general interest to 
our meetings, which I am sure we all greatly 
enjoy. 

The subject of part-time Veterinary Inspec- 
tors, their various duties and remunerations, 
seems to be of moment at present; it is a subject 
with which I am not well acquainted, but no 
doubt we shall have some discussions on_ it 
during our coming meetings. The question of 
whether a veterinary surgeon should be a meat 
inspector or not is one which should be settled 
in the near future. If we cannot get our rights 
now as such—for who is more acquainted with 
the diseases of animals than the veterinary 
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THE NATIONAL VETERINARY 
BENEVOLENT AND MUTUAL 
DEFENCE SOCIETY 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
Society, was held at the Grand Hotel, Aytoun 
Street, Manchester, on Thursday, March 15th, 
1934, at 3.30 p.m. 

The chair was taken by the President, 
W. Woods, Esq., and other members present were 
Messrs. G. H. Locke, J. H. Wright, J. Holroyd, 
Kk, H. Curbishley, F. Hopkin (Hon. Treasurer) 
and R, C. Locke (Hon, Secretary). 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were 
received from Messrs, J. Lindsay, H. Llewelyn 
Jones, W. Jackson Young, F, L. Gooch, J. W. 
Brittlebank, J. Clarkson, R. Howe and Sir 
KF. T. G. Hobday. 

The minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting, having been published in The Velerinary 
Record, were taken as read, 


Election of Officers 
1934-1935 
The following Officers were elected :- 
President.—_W, Woods, Esq. 
Vice-President.—J, Lindsay, Esq. 
Council.—Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, Sir F. T. G. 
Hobday, Messrs. J. Holroyd, 5, H. Curbishley, 
J. H. Wright, J. Spruell, D. Imrie, J. Clarkson, 
F. L, Gooch, W. TD. Rees, W. Shipley, W. Kx. 
Townson, L. W. Wynn Lloyd, A. Cornish-Bowden, 
G. H. Locke, H. Sumner, Senr., W. Packman and 
Lieut.-Colonel J, W. Brittlebank, 
Hon. Treasurer.—Mr, KF. Hopkin. 
Hon. Secretary.— Mr, R, C. Locke, 
Auditors.—Major J, Adamson (Honorary) 
and Messrs, Litton, Pownall, Blakey and Higson, 
Mr. Woods, in acknowledging his re-election as 








surgeon ?—it will be difficult in the future = to 
establish our claims, 

In conclusion, | hope that the near future will 
see us through these hard times, and that you 
will all have a Happy and Prosperous New Year, 
(Applause. ) , 

Paper.—The President next called upon 
Captain O, V. GUNNING, D.V.M., M.R.C.V.S., to give 
his paper, entitled: “ A | Veterinary Surgeon's 
Car Equipment in Country Practice.” The 
paper was heard with interest and was well dis- 
cussed. [Captain Gunning’s contribution, and 
a report of the discussion, are reproduced earlier 
in this issue.—Eb., V.R.] 

Votes of thanks to the President and to the 
essayist for their valuable contributions to the 
proceedings concluded the business. 

W. J. InonsipE, Hon. Secretary. 
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President, said: ‘* Although a Presidential 
Address is not now expected at our Annual 
Meeting, 1 feel that a few observations on our 
work may help the 90 per cent. of our Profession 
who remain outside this Society, to realise the 
wisdom and even necessity of receiving a certain 
amount of protection for an expenditure of ten 
shillings and sixpence a year. 

Let me state two or three instances which 
might involve the most careful practitioner in au 
expensive lawsuit. 

In the first case the circumstances were as 
follows: A member of our Society received a 
letter asking him his fee for a visit and a special 
treatment for worms for a_ racehorse. The 
owher was not his client, and he was not asked 
to diagnose whether the horse had worms or not 
but, in replying to the trainer, he suggested that 
during the interval of awaiting the owner’s con- 
sent he should send him a sample of fzeces for 
microscopic examination. This was done, and 
he discovered a heavy worm infestation. In due 
course the reply came that he was to give this 
special treatment for which he appears to have 
had quite a reputation. He took the precaution 
to have this valuable animal weighed at the time 
and also asked that he might be informed as to 
whether the treatment resulted in the horse 
putting on weight, Subsequently the report was 
that the horse had put on considerable weight 
and he afterwards ran and was confidently 
expected by the trainer to win a race in the 
North. He was also run, and started second 
favourite, at another race meeting. His running 
was disappointing in both cases, and he com- 
menced to lose condition and was returned to the 
owner’s home, Later the owner sent for the 
local veterinary surgeon, who tested and 
reported that the horse had tuberculosis. The 
wnimal was subsequently destroyed and the 
post-mortem examination confirmed the 
diagnosis, The owner of the horse then pro- 
ceeded to claim from our member the cost of 
keep and training for the six months subsequent 
to the worm treatmept because he had not dis- 
covered that the horse had tuberculosis. He 
was not the owner’s veterinary surgeon, He was 
not asked to diagnose anything, but to treat the 
horse for worms. He had no need to. test 
whether the animal had worms, but he did take 
what you might call the unnecessary precaution 
of verifying the presence of worms, and also took 
sufficient interest to request reports as to any 
increase in weight following treatment. 

To have lost this case would have cost over 
£100. We fought hard and won and it did not 
cost our member one penny, 

Another example—a valuable six-months-old 

treat Dane puppy developed a cystic tumour on 
the elbow which detracted from his show value. 
A member of this Society was asked to operate, 
but before operating he advised an absorbent 
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ointment which, however, was not successful. 
He then emptied the cyst, removed the sac and 
hoped for a quick recovery. It was found 
impossible to immobilise the elbow—the wound 
presented great difficulty and it was eight months 
before the healing was complete. The owner 
sued the veterinary surgeon because the dog had 
not grown, as he ought to have done, into a prize- 
winner. 

Here again we fought hard and won, and it 
cost us nothing. Had we lost, it would have 
run into a good three-figure expense, 

I should like to mention one other case which, 
L believe owing to our firm action, was not pro- 
ceeded with. A greyhound broke a toe at a race 
meeting. The official veterinary surgeon to the 
meeting advised amputation, but would not 
operate without the owner’s permission. The 
owner was communicated with by telephone, and 
the reply was “ Do what you think best.” The 
toe was removed and recovery was uneventful, 
but the owner claimed that no permission was 
given to operate, and that as a result of the 
operation the dog was too slow to win a race. 


DEFENCE CASES 
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Now, these are things which might happen to 
the most careful practitioner. Therefore, I say 
to the 90 per cent. who have not joined this 
society. —* THink tr Over.” Verbum sap, 


Hon. Treasurer’s Report 


The Hon, TREASURER, Mr, F, Hopkin, sub- 
mnitted his Report and Balance Sheet for the 
year ending December 31st, 1933. After 
referring to various items, he said that the 
amount of the Defence Fund had now reached 
the sum of £1,000 and in accordance with rule, 
£500 of this would be invested for benevolent 
purposes. He suggested that, in addition to this 
nmount, £200—the balance of the Benevolent 
Fund at the end of the year—should also be 
invested and this would materially assist in 
balancing the reduction of income on investments 
with which the Society was faced in the 
immediate future. This proposition was 
unanimously agreed to and the Report and 
Balance Sheet were approved and adopted. 

A vote of thanks to the President concluded 
the meeting, 


en a eee ee ene* 





(‘ASE PARTICULARS 





ACTION TAKEN 

1. Action against member for alleged negligence Society defended. Judgment in favour of 
in diagnosis and treatment of Thorough- M.R.C.V.S. 
bred. 

2. Claim against member for alleged negligence Society defended, Judgment in favour of 
in surgical treatment of Great Dane puppy. M.R.C.V.S. 

3. Threatened action for damages against Advice given, Claim not proceeded 
member in respect of death of dog through with, 
distemper. 

4, Threatened claim for damages against nember Advice given, Claim not proceeded 
following operation on calves. with, 

5. Threatened action against member for loss of Advice given, Action not proceeded 
St. Bernard dog. with. 
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_& # wis 76 bias és 

%. M, See 68 por a 

A. 4d. P. ied 62 dan 7 
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S. J. 68 ey M.R.C.V.S, 
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R. C. Locke, Hon. Secretary. 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


* % * ok % 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


April 16th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4.30 p.m. 

April 20th.—Meeting of the Mid-West and 
South Wales Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Bath. 

April 24th.—Meeting of the Derbyshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Derby. 

April 27th.—Meeting of the Lancashire Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., at Chester, 

April 27th.—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Leeds, 

May 10th.—Last day for nominations, R.C.V.S. 


Council Election. 
24th.—Voting papers 

Council Election. 
3ist.—R.C.V.S. Council Election, 

papers to be returned. 


May issued, R.C.V.S 


May voting 


June 7th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 

July 30th-Aug. 3rd, 1934.—National Veterinary 
Medical Association Congress, 
Edinburgh. 

Aug. 13th-18th, 1934.—Twelfth International 


ey Congress, New York. 


k % oh * 


PE RSON AL 


We regret the omission from the portrait of 
Miss Aleen Cust, M.R.c.v.S., inserted in our issue of 
last week, of a notificaiion, in accordance with 
the terms of right of reproduction, that the photo- 
graphers were Messrs. Elliott and Fry, 63, Baker 
Street, W.1. 

te if Pe “ % 

Christening.—The christening of the infant 
daughter of Mr. Lorimer Hughes, M.R.c.v.s. and 
Mrs. Hughes, Garth Cottage, Langton Gree n, Kent, 
took place on April 7th, at St. Catherine’s Church, 
Preston, Faversham. The service was conducted 
by the infant’s grandparent, the Rev. J. H. Martin, 
Vicar of Preston. The child was named Gillian 
Mary, the godparents being Mrs. D. E. Skynne, 
Miss M. J. Martin and the Bishop of Chichesier. 


Whinmount, 21, Cadogan 
April 4th, 1934, 
a son, 


BoppizE.——Al 
Edinburgh, on 
Boddie 


Birth. 
Road, Liberton, 
to the wife of George F. 


The City Press reports that Mr. 
James Rogerson Hayhursi, M.R.C.Vv.S., D.V.S.M 
(vier). Superintendent and Chief Veterinary 
Inspector at the Metropolitan Catde Market, has 
been appointed by the Court of Common Council 
to succeed Colonel Dunlop Young as Veterinary 
Inspector under the Diseases of Animals Acis. 
Mr. Harold Parker Lightfoot, mM.r.c.v.s., of Lan- 
chester, Co. Durham, has been appointed Assistant 
Veterinary Officer to the Durham County Council. 


Appointments. 


Flight Command.— 
M.R.C.V.S., 
machines 


A Velerinarian’s Historic 
Wing-Commander Sydney Smith, p.s.o., 


is in command of the squadron of R.A.F. 


which is to visit United States territory for the 
first 


time. The machines, belonging to No, 205 
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have left Singapore on a 4,000-mile 
during which they will (ouch American, 


Squadron, 
cruise, 
French and Portuguese territory East. 
Practitioner's Local Election Success.—Mr. 

Henry Taylor, F.R.c.v.s., has again achieved a 
notable success in being returned at the top of 
the poll for the Haywards Heath Ward, at the 
recent Cuckfield-Haywards Heath Urban District 
Council election. Mr. Taylor secured more than 
100 more votes than anyone else concerned in the 
election, and, in his own Ward, headed eight 
other successful and four unsuccessful candidates. 
Incidenially, Mr. Taylor enables us to follow last 
week’s Rotary Club reference with another, as 
we learn that, in his capacity as President of the 
Haywards Heath Club, he presided over a repre- 
sentative gathering of the Clubs comprising Dis- 
irict 14 at an inter-club meeting and dinner held 
at Haywards Heath on March 2lIst. 

k * * * * 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
LONDON GAZETTE—WAR OFFICE-——REGULAR ARMY. 

April 6th.—Capt. (Qr.-Mr.) A. J. Warburton, 

having atiained the age for retirement, is placed 
on ret, pay (April 7th); R.S.M. W. E. Turton to 
be Lt. (Qr.-Mr.) (April 7th). 

BS * Bs * * 


PIGS MARKETING DEVELOPMENT SCHEME 

The Pigs Marketing Board and the Bacon 
Marketing Board have submitted to the Minister 
of Agriculture and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland a development scheme under the 
Agricultural Markeiing Act, 1933. The scheme is 
applicable to Great Britain. 

Copies of the scheme can be obtained on pay- 


in the Far 


ment of 2d. a copy (post free) from the Pigs 
Marketing Board or the’ Bacon’ Marketing 
Board, at Thames House, Milbank, London, 
S.W.1, or the Scottish offices of the Pigs 


Marketing Board or the Bacon Marketing Board, 
at 124, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2, and 105, 
St. Vincent Streei, Glasgow, C.2, respectively. 








Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than bw the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 
* * * * 


“THE FUTURE OF GENERAL PRACTICE ” 

To THe Eprror or Tur VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—As a practitioner, perhaps I may be per- 
mitted to comment on the subject of Mr. Dunkin’s 


most interesting, and to my mind, opportune 
paper, published in your issue of March 24th. 


As this is a matter of many aspecis, I propose to 
avoid elaboration, and give expression to certain 
ideas in as condensed a form as possible. 

The amount spent annually in these isles on 

animal doc .oring ” must run into hundreds of 
Pe cy perhaps even millions, of pounds. Of 
this money, three questions may be asked:- 

(1) Are the public getting 100 per cent. 
value for this? 

(2) Is veterinary research getting its fair 
share? 

(3) Is the veterinary surgeon getting that 
to which he is entitled? 

In connection with question 1, | do not propose 
to discuss “ patent medicines ”; most of them are 
quite harmless, and some may even be beneficial 
on oceasion. We ourselves do not rush round 
to our doctor whenever we feel a cold coming on; 
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aspro,” or whatever our 
favourite nostrum is. The stockowner is entitled 
to home remedies, if he so desires. There would 
be no newspapers if there were no patent medi- 
cines, no wireless from Luxembourg; in fact, this 
beautiful land would be shorn of many of its 
most ouistanding delights if the public were 
deprived of their litthe spot of home doctoring. 

The question here is whether the stockowner, 
when he calls in his veterinary adviser, gets the 
full exient of the value to which he is entitled. 
Under the present system | am afraid I must 
answer“ no!” with the proviso that as things are 
(he is not going to be able to pay for years and 
years, for one thing) it is amazing the value he 
does get. 

Just two points at random in suppor: of this:— 

First, veterinary dentistry, about which I think 
that, if ever a subject demanded specialisation, 
this does, by reason of the manual dexterity 
needed (and this is only acquired by constant 
practice) and also because of the money locked 
up in expensive outfits of instruments. The 
practitioner every now and then encountersa case 
which it requires a difficull operation to set right. 
If the animal is a vé iluable one, belonging toa rich 
person, a specialist is av ailable. The poor man’s 
horse (or other animal) goes without. In_ this 
connection, I should like to point out that if there 
were no hospitals, treating poor people free, the 
surgeon who whips out one’s appendix for 
150 guineas would not perform the operation 
with ‘such success and celerity. When the poor 
dental specialist does get a five-guinea case, he 
has been doing “ locums” so long to keep things 
going that he is a bit out of practice, and so veter- 
inary dentisiry gets a bad name! 

Second, bacteriology and pathology. Who of 
us practitioners is really competent to perform 
this work? This is nowadays a highly specialised 
job, which demands constant practice. one 
has a practice, one has not time for it! I expect 
someone is going to be offended by this, and will 
remark that he -does quite a lot of animal 
dentistry and/or bacteriology. When _ this 
happens, it will remind me of the two rustics, up 
in London, who wandered into Thurston’s while 
a billiard = match between professionals was 
in progress. After watching the play in silence 
for some time, says Bill to ‘George: “ George, is 
this what they call billiards?” “ Yes,” replies 
George, 

Bill cogitates and then: “ George, if this is 
billiards, what is that game we play in the Insti- 
tute on Saturday nights?” 

Would, or would not, our daily work be more 
valuable to our clients if we more frequently 
employed the services of the bacteriologist and 
pathologist? 

How often do we employ “ second opinions 
How many of us have a trusied confrére who 
will come to the rescue when we are exhausted 
with a bad parturition that only requires the ser- 
vices of an untired man to bring it to a successful 
conclusion? How many of us have time to 
attend post-mortem examinations, or, indeed, 
time for anything but dashing round irying to 
scrape together enough to meet our bills at the 
end of the quarter? Why, in the midst of all this 
rush and bustle, I discovered that three of us 
had visited the same village, at the same time, 
io perform purely routine work on different 
farms the other day! 

Question 2 I am going to leave to the research 
men to answer. Of course, they may be satisfied. 

Question 3 is a much more open one. Someone 
is certain to say that we each of us individually 
get what we deserve, 


we go to bed with an 
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I think that the remuneration of those of us 
who are whole-time public servants compares 
unfavourably with tha: of members of other pro- 
fessions who are engaged in more or less similar 
work. 

When a man is young and single, {400 rising to 
t600 a year seems plenty of money. It is not 
until he is irrevocably committed to his job that 
he begins to look around and compare. Twenty 
years ago posts in our profession were, on the 
whole, better in comparison. 

Does the practitioner get his fair share? 
Although there are few or no plums, I think 
some of us do, particularly those who are lucky 
enough to hold local part-time inspectorships, 
because there can be no denial that the possession 
of an inspectorship does command practice. But 
what of ihe remainder, having in view the very 
arduous nature of the work? No other pro- 
fession makes such physical and mental demands 


as ours. I have a theory thai the sheer, inces- 
sant, unremitting drive of the more successful 
praciice is responsible for the apparently 


inexplicable lapses and sometimes complete ruin 
one sometimes observes. 
A medical man, or a lawyer, or an architect, 


as he becomes more renowned, augments his 
income while undergoing less — strain, by 


increasing his fees. Our fees, especially in 
economic practice, are more or less standardised. 
As our popularity increases, so does our income, 
but only at che cost of more work, more hurry, 
less leisure, at a time when the constitution 
becomes less fitted for physical strain, 

At presence, the shadow of *“ depression ” is over 
all of us who are practitioners. One simply can- 
not collect, while expenses go on all the time. 
-art-time appointment holders are fortunaie that 
at stated times they are certain of at least some 
ready money. 

What of the purely couniry practitioner—the 
good practical man in the smaller centres who 
used to be such a valuable member of the rural 
community? When the’ inspectorships came 
along, most of his more lucrative work went to 
their incumbents, who were generally the “ bigger 
noises,” in the cities—leaving the rural practi- 
tioner. holding “ the dirty end of the stick.” And 
now he is quitting or is dying out, and will never 
be replaced. 

It is amazing, in view of the 
about the damage to the profession 
loss of part-time inspectorships, 
voice (Steele-Bodger’s) has been 
‘what of the practilioner without 
ment?” 

And now who castrates the calves, and the pigs 
and does all the litthe hundred-and-one messy, 
dirty, unlucrative little jobs which yet are so neces- 
sary, and which the old fellow used to do so well? 
The big man has not got time, and besides could 
not afford to motor out and do them at the price. 
So a class of person is arising who will come 
along and take our practice from us, if the value 
of live stock ever sinks to such a level that the 
more efficient services of the fully qualified man 
become uneconomic. 

Our raison d’étre is mainly economic. In the 
old days we were transport and traction which 
everybody had to have. Now we are whai? To 
a very small extent, public health, and for the 
rest our position depends on the value of the 


” 


recent outery 

caused by the 
that only one 
raised to ask 
an appoint- 


bull, the cow, etc., which the times, very con- 
veniently for us, have at present greatly 
enhanced. This factor may, however, fluctuate, 


and the foundation of our house may be rooted 
in soil which is more sandy than it appears. 
The cracks in the less important portions of 
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the edifice, to a few of which I have endeavoured 
to draw your attention, may well be just evidence 
of settling, healthy adaptation—or they may be 
the forerunners of ihe crash to come, 

Nationalisation is in the air. It has got to be 
if our national culture and standards of living are 
to survive. Moreover, it has got io be a 100 per 
cent. efficient nationalisation when it does come. 

I venture to suggest that we should be begin- 
ning to prepare for this; not to resist it, for thal 
is vain, but to be in a position, when it does 
arrive, to ensure that this enormous sum spent 
annually on animal doctoring is utilised to the 
best advantage—the best advantage of the public, 
of veterinary research and, of course, of ourselves 
——and I would not mind including in the benefits 
ihe purveyors of approved proprietary medicines 
(the others to be banned): a percentage on their 
takings would be very helpful to veterinary 
research, and perhaps to other things as well. 

Yours faithfully, 
K. J. S. DOWLAND, M.R.C.V.S. 





43, Friars Lane, 
Lincoln. 
March 25th, 1934, 


Re JOHNE’S DISEASE 
To THe Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—My clinical experiences with this disease 
are in accord with those of Mr. Pugh, and_ the 
evidence so far brought forward in support of the 
theory that ‘“‘ recovery is only rare in advanced 


cases” (very ambiguously pui) has not been 
substantiated. When once the condition has been 
diagnosed, the safest course to adopt is_ to 


administer an overdose of lead at the earlies 
possible opportunity! What guarantee have we 
that such alleged “ recovered cases ” are no longer 
a menace to other stock? 

A great deal has been wriiten about mineral 
deficiency and the incidence of Johne’s disease, 
and doubts have been cast on its being an infec- 
tious disease. Whilst agreeing that much of the 
disease amongst stock, which is all too prevaleni, 
is often primarily due to malnutrition, which in 
turn is due to lack of adequacy and balance in 
respect of the mineral constituenis, I prefer to 
retain the view that the disease is infectious. 

Reference has been made from time to time to 
Johnin, and other tests, but in my experience nol 
one of them can be relied upon, and a negative 
result is not a guarantee of non-infection. 

It is further difficult to believe (although there 
is no bacteriological evidence in support) that 
sewage pollution of water or pasturage has no 
deleterious effect on cattle or on their milk—milk 
particularly, when one recollects the effect of cer- 
iain roots and foodstuffs. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. F. D. Tutt, F.R.C.Vv.S. 





Winchester. 
April 7th, 1934. 


To THE Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir._I see from last week’s issue of The Veler- 
inary Record that Mr. Pugh is still somewhat 
agitated over the question of cattle “ recovering ” 
from Johne’s disease. 

As one of those responsible for evidence for the 
defendants in the recent law case I wish to add a 


few words on the subject. Although, as Mr. Pugh 
says, in referring to Dr. Hagan’s case, “ one 


swallow does not make a summer,” I submit all 
the same that the appearance of even one swallow 
is strongly suggestive that summer is not far off. 
If Mr. Pugh had the time to read through the 
literature on Johne’s disease, he would find a 
number of references to cattle “ recovering ” from 
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the disease. By “ recovery’ must be understood 
recovery in bodily condition of animals showing 
slight or moderately advanced clinical symp.oms. 
It may be useful to give a brief account of a case 
which came within my own experience and 
which I was prepared to relate in the action, had 
there been an opportunity. 

I. Cow 7 reacted to johnin in October, 1929, 
and was in moderately good condition when 
purchased by the Institute at the end of 
November, 1929. In December, 1929, she was 
scouring raiher badly, the weather at the 
lime being very cold. In February, 1930, the 
animal again reacted to johnin. After 
‘alving in April, 1930, she lost much flesh, 
wasting of the neck muscles giving the head a 
curiously enlarged appearance. At this time 


she could be described as a moderately 
advanced clinical case. Six months later, 
however, her condition had considerably 


improved and was almost normal, although 
all the time she was only receiving an 
ordinary maintenance ration. In December, 
1930, she was slaughtered and Johne’s bacilli 
were seen In smears from the intestine and 
were isolated in culture. 

It is not easy to gather exact evidence, such as 
is afforded by this case, largely because of the 
heavy expense of keeping selected catfle isolaied 
and under observation for the necessary long 
periods. I have found, however, that in herds 
which | have tested with johnin, when enquiries 
are made as to the past hisiory of reactors nol 
clinically affected, the owner frequently remem- 
bers the occurrence of some intermittent scouring 
or temporary loss of condition or boih together, 
especially during winter months. My records also 
indicate, as do those of others, that animals recog- 
nised as infected by the johnin test may live for 
months without showing clear symptoms of the 
disease. In my paper to the Llandudno Congress 
I reported johnin tests of seven herds, in mosi 
of which upwards of 27 per cent. of the animals 
reacted. Yet an annual mortality from the dis- 
-ase of abou’ 10 per cent. of the stock on an 
infected farm is not commonly exceeded. This 
again shows that at any given time a large pro- 
portion of animals in an infected herd may suffer 
from the disease in a latent form. As to the low 
proporiion of recoveries among animals reaching 
an advanced clinical stage, that, I feel sure, is 
common knowledge nor was it contested in the 
action in evidence for the defence. 

Yours faithfully, 
F. C. MINETT. 

Research Institute in eAnimal Pathology, 

Royal Veterinary College, London. 

April 10th, 1934. 

* tk *K 


Re ALLEGED SEWAGE POISONING 

To THE Eprror oF THe VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—I have read with interest’ Major Pugh’s 
letter in The Velerinary Record of April 7th, and 
although I do not feel disposed to enier into a 
discussion in the Press on ‘this matter, com- 
plicated as the particular case seems to be by the 
presence of Johne’s disease, I feel thai I cannot 
allow Major Pugh’s letter to pass without some 
comment. In the first place, I would suggest that 
Major Pugh is not correci in his statement that 
“the fate of thousands of pounds appears to have 
turned on the evidence about Johne’s disease.” 
Rather is it the case that the decision was given 
on the grounds that the plaintiffs had failed to 
prove their claim that any damage was caused by 
the cattle drinking certain water polluted with 
sewage effluent. Although it was suggested and 
proved that Johne’s disease was present in the 
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herd, it was not in any way incumbent on the 
defendants to prove that fact. It was entirely in 
the hands of the plainiiffs to prove their case. 

With reference to my _ statement respecting 
Johne’s disease, Major Pugh is not justified in 
stating that I allowed “ wholesale recoveries in 
cattle that had exhibited progressive wasting and 
diarrhoea; and which he diagnosed to be due to 
Johne’s disease.” I would point out that in my 
evidence I stated that there were three cases 
which, in my view, were affected with Johne‘s 
disease. If they recovered, I doubt whether such 
recoveries could be _ correcily described as 
‘wholesale recoveries.” 

Major Pugh would like my evidence of 
recoveries—lI think if he would look impartially 
into the circumstances of the case in question, 
he would find all the evidence he wants. He him- 
self detected cases by intradermal test, and Dr. 
Sheather also demonstrated the organisms in 15 
cases. According to Major Pugh, all these 
animals recovered, 

Yours faithfully, 
Geo. H. WooLpRIDGE. 
Professor. 
Royal Veterinary College, 
Gt. College Street, 
Camden Town, London, N.W.1. 
April 9th, 1934. 
* * * * 


FOWL PARALYSIS: A DISCLAIMER 
To THE Epitor oF Tne VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I notice on page 335 of The Veterinary 
Record for March 3ist, the following sentences 
reported as being the statement of Captain W. 
Waters :— 

A certain laboratory has been flooding the 
neighbourhood with literature that they can 
diagnose it (fowl paralysis) by the agglutina- 
tion test and give a remedy. Although this 
laboratory advertises its other products in 
The Veterinary Record | have never seen any 
reference _to one for fowl paralysis.” 

In view of the fact that the laboratory under 
my conirol is the only one that has given publica- 
tion to the poultry industry of any hope of con- 
trolling the disease I must assume that my labora- 
tory is the institution referred to, and = ask 
you to deny categorically that we have ever 
stated that we can diagnose the disease by 
means of an agglutination test. Such tests have 
been the the subject of investigation here, but up 
till now no result of any value has been achieved. 

It is, however, perfectly possible to arrive, with 
a high degree of accuracy, at a diagnosis ag to 
whether or not the virus of fowl paralysis is 
present in a bird’s system. The work on this 
subject was published by Dr. E. A. Seagar, our 
late Director of Research, in The Veterinary 


Journal, Vol. 89, No. 12, pp. 557-561, and continued 


research here has amplified this work, the resul! 
of which will shortly be published. 

Adverting to Captain Waters’ remark that this 
laboratory (by insinuation) can “ give a remedy,” 
here again [ must categorically deny this staie- 
ment. No claim, or even suggestion, that we 
possess a remedy for fowl paralysis has ever been 
put forward by anyone in connection with this 
laboratory, but it is a fact that we have been 
working on a method by which birds can be 
successfully immunised against infection with the 
virus of this disease. (Vel. Jl, Vol. 89, No. 10, 
pp. 437-473.) 

In conclusion, I may say that, during the last 
two-and-a-half years, research on fowl paralysis 
has been carried out here at a cost of over £2,500, 
and it is to be regretted that when definite and 
proved results are obtained these are (1) inaccu- 
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rately quoted, and (2) subjected to adverse criticism, 
usually by persons who have neither knowledge 
nor experience of research into the problem they 
proceed so gibly to discuss. 

Should any member of the veterinary profes- 
sion wish to visit us at any vime, the laboratory 
methods and technique are open to inspection. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. P. HAMILTON, B.V.SC. (TORONTO). 
Director. 


The Poultry Pathological Research Laboratory, 
Goring, Reading. 
April 6th, 1934. 


Bo Bd BS ok ok 
MISS CUST’S FIGHT FOR RECOGNITION 
To THe Epriror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I wish to correct a mis-siatement which 
appears on the first page of the issue of The 
Veterinary Record dated April 7th. It was J and 
not the Council of the R.C.V.S. who took the joint 
opinions of Mr. H. H. Asquith, K.c, (as he then 
was) and Sir Henry Sutton, k.c., and | quote that 
opinion verbatim: “ We are of opinion that the 
Royal Veterinary College are bound to admit Miss 
Cust to Examination, on the ground that upon 
the true construction of the Charters, women are 
not disqualified from becoming members of the 
College.” 

That I did not at that time fight this case was 
due to lack of funds. Had I been able to do so 
I should have gained my Diploma many years 
sooner than I did. I took advice on this point 
from a very reputable firm of lawyers whose 
words to me were: “ Are your means unlimited? 
Because it is only fair to warn you thai this case 
may cost thousands of pounds, it may last for 
years, and it may end in the House of Lords.” 

When I explain that I had already spent more 
than I had, not alone on the above opinion which 
cost 15 guineas, but in sharing the costs of a case 
on this point brought in Edinburgh by my dear 
old Principal Williams and thrown out on 
grounds of *“ No Domicile,” and when I mention 
that at ihat period of my veterinary career I was 
half starving on 6s. 6d. a week, eating only one 
solid meal a day at a cost of 5d., in company with 
the newspaper boys of Edinburgh, my only other 
meal being of raw oatmeal with hot waver poured 
over it, that I was living in an attic in winter with 
no fire, and when too cold to work any more | 
used to go out after dark into the quiet back 
streets and run to get warm enough to sleep—ilt 
is evident that I was obliged to “ wait and see.” 

There is one other slight correction to be made, 
this time in my own letter. 

In the paragraph relating to a milk fever 
emergency outfii, the sentence should run 
“borrow a bicycle and pump.” On looking over 
my manuscript I find this error is mine. Kindly 
put it right. 

I must thank the writer of that article and his 
colleagues for their kind wishes to me. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dazel Wood Corner, ALEEN Cust. 

Bramshaw, Lyndhurst. 
April 9th, 1934. 
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